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Dear readers,

Our fourth Annual Report gives you a comprehensive up-
to-date overview of major activities and services of the
FederaI StatisticaI Office in 2005. lt is intended for deci-
sion-makers in the political and administrative spheres,
for iournatists and the interested public. Two interviews
with external experts inform about the way in which repre-
sentatives of the media and scientists use our data. A
separate chapter on administration modernisation shows
what the Federal Statistical Office is doing to complete its
tasks more efficientty. With the Master Ptan for a Reform
of German Officiat Statistics, we are working together with
the statistical offices of the Länder to exploit efficiency
reserves in the federative German statisticaI system
through optimised co-operation (e.g. according to the
principte "one for all" and by standardising work pro-
cesses).

An important mitestone in the process of reducing the
burden on enterprises caused by statistics requirements
was the successful pilot test in 2005 of the new promising
eSTATlSTlK.core technology. Enterprises now can extract
statistics "at the touch of a button" from their business
accounting systems and send them to a .ioint server of the
statisticaI offices of the Federation and the Länder via the
lnternet. The eSTAT|STlK.core project, which received
several awards in 2005, supptements the existing online
reporting systems for enterprises continuously extended
in 2005.

Federal Statistica[ Office, Annual Report 2005
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We have made considerable progress in 2005 regarding
service and customer friendtiness. Our Central lnforma-
tion Service, for instance, improved its largely free range

of services by a new web-based customer management
system. All this shows that despite staff reductions and
scarce financial resources, the FederaI Statistical Office
managed atso in the past year to live up to its reputation
as an efficient lnformation provider.

After the early 2005 Bundestag elections, discussion
about reform continues. The Federal Statistical Office con-
tributes its share by providing basic data on important
issues of our time. ln a period of globalisation and the
change towards a service and information society, with
the expansion of information and communication technot-
ogy in alt spheres of life and last but not least the effects
ofdemographic change on the state, business and socie-
ty, one rute hotds true more than ever: good poticies need
good statistics.

Wiesbaden, Aprit 2006

L.l

Johann Hahlen
President ofthe Federal Statistical Office
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At the pulse of time - press work at
the FederaI Statistical Office

Objective and unbiased were a[[ of the nearly 600 press
releases pubtished by the Federal Statisticat Office in
2005. Releases on current societaI and politicaI issues
met with particularly lively responses in the media, tike
those on the burden imposed on households by higher
energy prices, on the "commuter subsidy" and on the
German government deficit. New data on economic
growth, on the development of consumer prices and Ger-
man foreign trade received specialattention also in 2005.
The releases of the FederaI Statisticat Office tailored to

Expectant: lournalists awaiting
the FederaI Returning Officer's
first results

wissen. nutzen.

the needs of the media and the users always had a posi-

tive response, be it in the business press or in tabloids,
on tetevision or in the internet information services. -
Woutd you have known that EUR 18 bitlion came into the
treasury from taxes on semi-luxury foods in 2004? 0r that
one tenth of our electricity atready originates from renew-
able energies? Every Tuesday at 11 a.m., the "ZahI der
Woche" (Figure of the week) of the Federal Statisticat Of-

fice is pubtished providing this type of result from official
statistics which is easy to remember. The FederaI Statisti-
caI Office employs state-of-the-art technotogy to dissemi-
nate its releases. The media and other interested parties
receive the current press reteases via satetlite, lnternet
and by e-mail newsletter.

Federal Statistical Office, Annual Report 2005
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8

Press conferences as part
of active public relations

Press work at the Federal StatisticaI Office centres on the
press conferences held at the FederaI Press Conference in

Berlin, at the Frankfurt Press Club, or in Wiesbaden. ln

2005, the FederaI Statisticat Office held a totaI of 1 4 press

briefings. Tatking with journalists on such occasions, the
press experts of the FederaI Statistical Office track down
new topics which are of speciaI interest to the public. ln
2005, severaI press events ofthe FederaI Statistica[ Office
again took place where the customers were, for example
at the Cebit Computer Fair in Hanover in March 2005
where the Office presented the new eSTATlSTlK.core pro-

cedure for extracting data. Headlines in major supra-
regional newspapers prove that the data and background
information presented by the FederaI Statistical Office at
the press events are welcomed by the media. "Tuition
fees driving away long-term students", "Number of first-
year students on the decline" are some ofthe headtines

supra-regiona[ newspapers published the day after a
press conference of the FederaI Statistical Office in Berlin

at the beginning of December 2005 on the subject of Ger-

many as a location of universities. The press work of the
Federal Statistical Office is supported by important part-

ners, i.e. German and foreign news agencies who pass

the reteases from the field of statistics on to the media

within a few minutes.

President Johann Hahlen in his capacity as Federal Returning
Officer on the night ofthe Bundestag etection

FederaI Statisticat Office, Annual Report 2005
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Dr. Witm Herlyn
has been editor-in
chief of the
Deutsche Presse-
Agentur GmbH
(dpa) since 1990,
which is one of
the leading news
agencies in the
world. lts corre-
spondents report
around the clock
from everywhere
on the globe.

lnterview with Dr. Wilm Herlyn, dpa press agency

Dr. Herlyn, what do you personally associate with the term "statistics"?
The university student Wilm Herlyn had a horror of statistics. I cannot remember how I managed to get the cer-
tificates for the compulsory statistics I and ll courses. The journalist Wilm Hertyn has learnt to like statistics,
not for the rows of figures but for the many news and stories behind them.

What significance do releases from the Federal Statistical Office have for a global news agency like dpa?
Releases from Wiesbaden are evaluated by dpa with the same parameters as any other event: is it new, is it
relevant, is there another aspect to a piece of news? We make a point of not only passing on to our customers
from the media the mere figures but exptain their significance, the trend they indicate ortheir background.
Such explanatory news really is of value to our customers. This is what the media want to offer and have to
offer their customers, namely their readers, listeners and viewers. And these releases from the world of
statistics are not only for the regional and national levels but also for our internationaI services.

News agencies are very important for us as multipliers. What do you think of our press services?
We would often like to get more information than there is in the release, such as longer time series or simpty
explanations of technical terms. The support we get from your staff in such cases is very good. We find less
assistance in Wiesbaden when we are looking for the causes of changes - here we have to resort to associa-
tions or other experts.

Which releases from official statistics are particularly sought-after by your customers?
Our press agency closely monitors customers' reactions to our releases. News from the Federal Statistical
Office which deals with the living conditions of the people receives the most attention - these basicatly are
releases from the social sphere, but also releases on the economy, especially where consumer interests are
affected. Major basic data are also important for us, for exampte the gross domestic product, consumer pri-
ces or externaI trade balances.

9Federa I StatisticaI Office, An n ual Report 200 5



Homepage of the Federal Statistical
Office provides more information

As many as 24 miltion page hits in 2005 show that
the website of the FederaI StatisticaI Office
www.destatis.de has meanwhite become the most
important source of information for results from official
statistics. ln 2005, the FederaI StatisticaI Office suppte-
mented the - generally free - data offered on the web-
site by information on the quality and methodology of
statistics ("quality reports"), by Reports on Foreign

Countries and by information on excise duties. Users
will also find basic statistical data from att fietds of offi-
ciaI statistics there, current economic data and busi-
ness indicators, news of the day from official statistics
and contact persons for all questions concerning statis-
tics. - You wish to give some feedback on the informa-
tion supplied or direct an inquiry to the Federat Statis-
tical Office? Then you can use a new contact form now

which has been integrated into the website.

Sbtistische' Eunderamt
D*utschland

The website of the FederaI StatisticaI Office offers cur-

rent statistical information in various forms: texts,
tables and charts give a quick overview. A number of
interactive graphics supplement such "traditional" ways

of presentation. For the early Bundestag elections in
2005, the Federal Statisticat Office provided a newly
developed interactive elections atlas as a web applica-
tion. lt contains thematic maps on the election results
and on the socio-demographic and economic situation
in the constituencies. With the hetp of this instrument,
users may gain a better understanding of differences
between East and West, North and South, cities and
rural regions also at their PCs at home and anatyse
regionaI features of the election results. This innovative
in-house product of the FederaI Statistical Office was
quite a success - many supra-regionaI newspapers prin-
ted graphics which
had been produced
with the hetp of the
etections attas.

..:
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The website of
the Federal
Statistical 0ffice:
in addition to
current data,
users find
i nteractive
applications and
rapid assistance
via a contact form

10 Federal Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005
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Good response to the Statistics Shop

A major service offered by the Federat Statistical Office
(FSO) to its customers is the Statistics Shop, the internet-
based platform for ordering print publications and for
downloading products. Atl pubtications of the FederaI

StatisticaI Office can be obtained there, including now
nearly 2 600 free download products. Extended search

functions facititate customer guidance. About 15000
customers registered until the end of 2005 to order pro-

ducts they have to pay for. The n umber of free downloads
performed continued to rise in 2005 to 356 000.
Statistics Shop page hits (www.destatis.de/shop) to-
tatted 4.5 million in 2005, that is a monthly average of
about 380 000.

User numbers still on the rise for the
internet-based information database
GENESIS-Online

GENESIS-Online, the information database of the Federat

Statistical Office, enables everyone to do comprehensive
research within the range of statistical data offered.
Tables tailored to the customer's specific needs and user-
friendly downloading of the results in various data for-
mats are good arguments for setting out to exploit the
wealth of statistical data offered on the lnternet on one's
own. Data from over 100 sets of statistics are available by
now. The range of data which can be accessed online is

continuousty extended and updated. There was another
improvement of the Genesis-Online services in 2005.
Users now are informed briefly at regular intervals and in
a convenient manner about data updates and supple-
ments ('RSS newsfeeds').

FSO general website and Statistics Shop page

hits per month in 2005 (in miltions)

3

2

1 [[l
luly Aug. Sept. Dec.

0

April May June Oct. Nov.

I lnternet I Statistics Shop

At the end of 2005, a total of 2 300 registered customers
were entitled to use a[[ GENESIS-Ontine data for an annu-
aI charge of EUR 50.00. For permanent customers - these
mainly are commerciat redistributors, banks, associa-
tions and research institutions - there is another, more
comprehensive deal. They may, for instance, further pro-

cess setected data sets in their own databases against a
higher charge. Guest users have free access to the range
of free tables and may do data research. Nearty 150 000
page hits by guests in 2005 show that the opportunity to
do ontine research is well-received.

FederaI Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005 77
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Health monitoring system of the
Federation increasingty popular
with internet users

0n the lnternet, information is provided in abundance by
professionaI associations and scientific institutions. The

disadvantage is that the search for information can often
be time-consuming and frustrating. On the one hand, the
user looses track in the "ftood of data", on the other, it
takes a long time to obtain certain information. For data
on the German health system, the heatth monitoring
information system of the Federation (www.gbe-bund.de)

has provided a solution for quite some time. lt combines
data from the most different sources and presents them
with a clear structure. Quite sought-after is information,
among others, from the accounting systems on disease-
related costs, health expenditure and heatth personnel
introduced by the FederaI StatisticaI Office.

Monthly average of webpage hits for the
health monitoring information system

200 000 An essentiaI component of this information system is an

online database. Here everyone, whether an expert or an

interested layman, rapidty finds compact, transparent
and detailed health-relevant information from a mutti-
tude ofsources presented in the form oftables, texts and
graphics. The demand for health data is on the rise. The

n um ber of webpage h its for the hea lth monitori n g system
increased in 2005 by more than fifty percent on a month-
Iy average against the preceding year. The FederaI Statis-
tical Office continuously extends this online data suppty
and updates alt data sources at regular intervals. ln 2005,
for instance, diagnosis data from rehabilitation facitities
and data on dentists' services were included among
other things.
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Numerous publications for the
genera[ public issued in 2005

ln 2005, the Federal Statistical Office issued numerous
new pubtications for the general pubtic. Whether analy-
ses of societal issues, potitical decision-making, personal
or entrepreneurial planning are at stake - nothing can be

done anymore without facts and plain figures. The new
image brochure of the Federal Statistical Office "Statis-
tisch gesehen" (The statistical perspective) bridges the
gap from statistical data to personaI questions ofthe indi-
vidua[. As part of public relations work at the Federal Sta-

tistical Office, the "Annua[ Report" shows the achieve-
ments of the FederaI StatisticaI Office. This edition is the
third to be published, and much earlier than in previous
years. 0f the new brochures, leaflets and compact data
cottections of the FederaI StatisticaI Office which provide

a quick overview of certain subjects, the fotlowing shatt
be mentioned: a compitation of current data entitled "lKT
in Deutschland" (CT in Germany) issued in November
2005 and a brochure entitled "Deutschtand aktuell - Aus-
gabe 2005" (Germany today - 2005 edition) pubtished in
January 2005. An overview of Germany in an international
comparison is provided by the flyer with the same title of
Aprit 2005. The "Länderprofile" (Country profiles) of the
Federal Statistical Office supply up-to-date information
on other countries, in 2005 on the United States, the Rus-

sian Federation, lndia, Turkey and other countries. Like att

other publications offered as part of pubtic relations, they
are also available as free downloads at the Statistics
Shop.

New publications for decision-
makers, experts and scientists

White the general public tikes to draw upon leaflets and
brochures, the "Statistical Yearbook" is a source of infor-
mation which members of parliament and other decision-
makers like to resort to. The user-friendliness of this
statistical reference work was improved in 2005, and
explanations were provided for the individual subject ar-

eas that are easierto understand. The "Btickpunkt" series
(ln the spottight) ofthe FederaI Statistical Office address-
es the interested public, experts and journalists. lts
votume "Preise in Deutschland" (Prices in Germany)
pubtished in February 2005 shows how price statistics
works and explains why the bodies of officiaI statistics
measure relatively low inflation rates while the popula-
tion speaks of high price increases since the introduction
of the Euro. This publication was accompanied by an

interactive lnternet application, the "index catcutator".
With the publication "Die Bundes[änder: Strukturen und
Entwicklungen" (The Länder - structures and trends)
issued in February 2006, the Federal Statisticat Office
complies with the request for comparative statistical
information on the 15 Länder.

Co-ordinated by the Federal Statistical Office, several joint
pubtications ofthe statistical offices ofthe Federation and
the Länderwere issued in 2005. An important new publi-
cation was the "Museumsbericht 2004" (Report on
museums, 2004) on the devetopment and significance of
museums in the Länder, which was prepared in co-opera-
tion with the lnstitute for Museum Studies. lntended for
experts is the handbook "Anonymising microdata of eco-

nomic statistics" issued in September 2005. lt contains
the results of a research project which lasted several
years and to which the Federal Statistical Office made a
substantiaI contribution.

Federal StatisticaI Office, Annual Report 2005 73



The Information Services of
the Federal Statistical Office
- a service for all citizens

You would like to know what data from offi-
cial statistics would be of hetp to you? 0r
you need specific information relating to
official statistics? Then it would be worth
white to make a call or access our website
www.destatis.de. Via the link 'Kontakte'
on the German website (or via 'Engtish' -
'Contact') you will find the Specialised
lnformation Services of the Federat Statis-
tical Office and competent contact persons

for major sets of statistics with their tele-
phone numbers. A specific Journalist lnfor-
mation Service futfits the information re-

quests of the press, the lnformation Service
on lnternational Statistics suppties statistical data of
foreign countries. The numerous lnformation Services of
the Federal StatisticaI Office are sought-after. Day after
day hundreds of citizens make a catl or ask for data and
information by e-mait.

Year after year, the Statisticat lnformation Service of the
Federal StatisticaI Office receives thousands of enquiries
by phone or maiI from nearly all countries of the world.
The roughty 200 calls per day are mainly from customers
searching advice regarding the data avai[abte and ways of
obtaining them. For about 80 especiatly poputar cross-
sectional topics, the team of the lnformation Service has
prepared custom-tailored "information packages" which
are made available to the customer within a day. ln 2005,
information on smal[ and mlddle-sized businesses, on
purchasing power and poverty in Germany, and on the
ageing of the society were particularly sought-after.

I

Optimised service with the customer
management system conso+web

ln order to improve its information detivery further, the
FederaI StatisticaI Office introduced a web-based custom-
er management system (Conso+Web) in 2005 - initiatly
as a pilot procedure for the lnformation Service and the
microcensus. By means of a contact form on our web-
site, our customers can provide the Federal Statistical
Office with the information necessary for dealing with
their inquiries. We respond to them without switching
between media and much more rapidly than before. With

this customer management system, the Federal Statis-

tical Office is abte for the first time to record the wishes
and requirements of the requesting persons systemat-
icatty. This makes it much easier to prepare custom-
tailored information packages for topics in high demand.
Conso+Web has proven itsetf in practice and is used fre-
quently. lt also is a move towards the paperless office.
The customer management system will be introduced in

the entire Federat Statistical Office from the spring of
2006.

Federal Statisticat Office, Annual Report 2005t4



EDS European Data Service informs
about European statistics

You need data from Eurostat, the StatisticaI Office ofthe
European Communities? Then EDS, the European Data
Service of the Federal Statistical Office, can hetp you.
Beingthe successorofthe former Eurostat Data Shop Ber-
tin, it has provided information about the European Union
in alt of Germany since the end of 2004. The EDS is a

result of Eurostat's new dissemination policy: Eurostat
databases on the lnternet can be used free of charge lust
as Eurostat's electronic publications. ln 2005, the EDS

provided answers to nearly 10 000 inquiries concerning
European statistics; onty 500 answers had to be paid for.
So users are glad to make use of the free "hetp to help
yoursetf'.

As a European service point, the EDS is partty financed by
Eurostat. ln return, the EDS provides its information ser-
vices, makes Eurostat products known and submits quar-

terly reports. Eurostat co-ordinates a network of 20 offi-
cial service points al[ overthe EU, the European Statistical
Data Support (ESDS), as it is called. With a share of 45"/o
of all enquiries registered in the network, EDS Germany is
by far the largest service point. This may be due to
the size of Germany and its specific lnternet supply
(www.eds-destatis.de) easity available to foreign users in
the Engtish language - almost every fifth enquiry comes
from abroad. ln addition to free assistance, the EDS offers
tailor-made solutions against a charge. Users may
request individuat tables and data subscriptions and can
order print publications and speciaI evatuations. The EDS

also supports various Eastern European countries in set-
ting up their own European service points. For that rea-
son, delegations from the statisticaI institutes of Lithua-
nia and the Czech Repubtic visited the EDS in Berlin in
2005, where two statisticians from Eastern Europe stayed
for a six-month practical period.

**lH:f;:XI*'n**
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The European Data Service
EDS offers information and
optimum service via the
website www.eds-destatis.de

Federal Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005
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Berlin Information Point - the
"embassy" of officiaI statistics
in the capital

the fietd of speciatised statistics. For the first time, the
Bertin lnformation Point contributed statistical data for
dossiers which had to be prepared by the scientific servi-
ces of the Bundestag on the topics of each week of the
parliamentary session, they are then made availabte to all
members and staff of the Bundestag.With its Bertin lnformation Point, the Federal Statisticat

Office has maintained a speciaI information service in the
German capitaI for more than six years. lt offers data and
information from official statistics to government and par-

liament, to federaI agencies and diplomatic missions, to
business and associations, but atso to the public in gener-

al. With the 'speciaI service office for statistics', the Ber-

lin lnformation Point has its own representative office in

the buitding of the German Bundestag in the Reichstag
(the Marie-Etisabeth-Lüder building). lt responds to
statistical enquiries from parliament (scientific services
and Bundestag parliamentary groups) and thus supports
the work of the German Bundestag. ln 2005, the service

office answered atmost 1 000 enquiries. At the same
time, co-operation with the Bundestag is established in

With a totat of 24 actions for the public, the Berlin lnfor-

mation Point was the "embassy" of officiat statistics in
the capital in 2005. ln July, for instance, it organised a sta-

tisticaI event for the Ctub der Handels- and Wirtschafts-
räte and the labour and sociaI attach6s of the diplomatic
representations accredited in Germany. The information
stand of the Berlin lnformation Point also received much

attention on the Open Day at the Federal Ministry of the
lnterior in August 2005. Berlin scientists made intensive
use ofthe safe scientific workstations ofthe Federal Statis-

ticat Office's research data centre set up at the Bertin

lnformation Point.

76 FederaI Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005



Fairs as part of public relations work
at the Federal Statistical Office

The presence of the Federat Statisticat Office at fairs
seryes a double purpose. On the one hand, the products
and services on offer are advertised to the respective
target group at specialised fairs. On the other, a great

number of people are reached especially at the large fairs
who witt realise that it makes sense to participate in of-
ficial statisticaI surveys. At 14 fairs and congresses,
experts from business, from the
scientific communi§ and the inter-
ested pubtic learnt more about the
Federal Statistical Office in 2005.

Trade Fair for Education and Training - Didacta (Stuttgart) *

CeBIT (Hanover) "

German Librarians' Convention (DüssetdorD

Leipzig Book Fair *

Hanover Fair *

Efficient Government (Berlin)

Education and Training Fair in Wiesbaden

Open Day at the Federal Ministries (Bertin)

Statistical Week (Braunschweig)

German Retail Convention (Berlin)

Frankfurt Book Fair *

Systems (Munich)

ConSozial (Nuremberg)

Modern Government (Berlin)

At the Frankfurt Book Fair in Oct-

ober 2005, the FederaI StatisticaI
Office and the statistical offices of
the Länder presented their print
products. Much attention was paid

to a collection ofdata on Korea, the
country in the focus of the book
fair, issued by the FederaI Statistical
Office for the occasion. At speciat-
ised fairs, the Federat StatisticaI
Office informs in particular on rele-
vant sets of statistics which are in
the focus of attention at the stand.
At the "Didacta", which took place
in Stuttgart in February 2005,
experts in education statistics from
the FederaI Statistical Office
presented their publications and
answered questions.

28 Feb 05 - 04 March 05

10 March 05 - 16 March 05

15 March 05 - 18 March 05

17 March 05 - 30 March 05

11 April 05 - 15 Aprit 05

31 May 05 - 01 lune 05

22 June 05 - 23 June 05

27 Aug05 -28Aug05

26 Sep 05 - 29 Sep 05

18 oct 05 - 19 Oct 05

19 oct 05 - 23 Oct 05

24Oct05 - 28 Oct05

09 Nov 05 - 10 Nov 05

28 Nov 05 - 29 Nov 05

a in co-operation with one or more statistical offices ofthe Länder

Participation ofthe Federal StatisticaI Office in fairs
and information events in 2005

Federa I Statistica I Office, An n ua I Report 200 5 77
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Breaking
new ground
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30 percent of enterprises take
opportunity to report data online

lncreasingly, enterprises take the chance to report statis-
tical data via the lnternet, a facility created by the Federal
Statistical Office in 2000. At the end of 2005, nearty
30"/o of respondents used this means to supply data for
sets of statistics compited centralty by the Federat Statis-
ticaI Office where online reporting is possible. This
modern reporting channel reduces the burden on enter-
prises as it offers assistance in many ways in the dialogue
mode. Enterprises also save time and money compared
with data detivery on paper forms sent by mait. The
advantage for the Federat Statisticat Office is the foltow-
ing: data supptied online can be processed without
switches between media, which is less expensive.

Since the beginning of2005, the Federal Statistical Office
and the statisticaI offices ofthe Länder have been chang-
ing the former ontine reporting system to the jointty
used IDEV software for all sets of statistics. This has
numerous advantages for users, such as new supplemen-
tary online information and an e-maiI reminding service
on specific reporting dates. Pre-checks of the completed
forms reduce the checking work at the statisticaI offices
and help to avoid queries which would have to be made
later. The aim is to make this reporting channel via IDEV

available for more than 50 alt-German sets of statistics
untiI the end of 2007. The extension ofthe online report-
ing systems is a major etement of the Master Plan, the
project to reform the German federal system of statistics.

f)r,xSTATIS
w i sse n. n utzen.

eSTATI STI K.core proiect fu rth er
reduces burden on enterprises

By extending the online reporting systems, in the past few
years the Federal Statistical Office and the statistical of-
fices of the Länder managed to reduce considerably the
burden on enterprises caused by statistics. But what can
be done so that enterprises no longer need to extract the
data required forvarious statistics from their EDP systems
and enter them once again at the computer screen? The
sotution is an integrated statistics modute in the enterpri-
ses' data processing systems. The eSTATlSTlK.core pro-
ject enabtes enterprises for the first time to use such a

statistics module and automaticalty produce their data
deliveries for several sets of statistics from the informa-
tion available in the accounting systems, which are then
transfered via the lnternet to a central data reception
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point. There the data are checked and distributed to the
competent statisticaloffices of the Länder. As a result of
the Federal StatisticaI Office's co-operation with enterpri-
ses, associations and software firms, wetl-known soft-
ware producers now offer fully functional statistics mod-

ules. For wage statistics and the monthly report on

industry, first enterprises integrated the required statis-
tics modules into their software without problems in

2005 and delivered their data to the bodies of official
statistics "at th e touch of a button". The pro.iect was devel-

oped jointty bythe statisticaI offices ofthe Federation and

the Länder in co-operation with wetl-known software pro-

ducers and data processing service providers. lt was sup-
ported by the FederaI Ministry of Economics and Labour.

eSTATIST! K.core proiect received
several awards in 2005

With their eSTATlSTlK.core project, the bodies of official
statistics did pioneer work in the fietd of ontine data co[-

lection. The central lnternet data reception point for eSTA-

TlSTlK.core opened by former Federal Minister of the lnte-
rior Otto Schity at the CeBIT computer fair in Hanover in

March 2005 wi[[ reduce the effort enterprises have to
make to report statistical data. ln 2005, the prolect re'

ceived wide recognition also outside official statistics.
The statisticaI offices won the 5th eGovernment Competi-

I "This new Germany Online service of the statistical
offices ofthe Federation and the Länder considerably
reduces the burden on enterprises surveyed, notably
simplifies reporting for statistical purposes and produ-
ces enormous efficiency gains for the statistical offices
through online-based distribution of work."

tion in the fietd of potitics "Economy and Employment".
Moreover, eSTATlSTlK.core won a prize at the 7th Speyer

Quatity Award and received an award at the "Modern
Government" Trade Fair in the "Government to Business"

category. ln the long run, it shoutd be possible to use

eSTATlSTlK.core for a[[ sets of business statistics. Very

small enterprises without expensive business software
wi[[ atso be enabled to use eSTATlSTlK.core on the basis

of standard office software. The modules required are

provided free of charge by the statistics authorities.

The former Federal Mini-
ster of the lnterior Otto
Schily at the inauguration
of the Public Sector Parc at
the 2005 CeBIT Computer
Fair
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Successful im ptementation of
"unsched uled" 2005 Bundestag
elections

On 22 May 2005, former Federal Chancetlor Gerhard
Schröder announced his intention to hotd early elections.
Months later the Federal President and the Federal Con-

stitutional Court cleared the way for that proiect. But pre-

parations for the election started at the Federat Statisticat
Office in May already atthough the exact election day (f e
September 2005) was fixed much later. The reason was
that the President ofthe FederaI Statistical Office also has
the function of FederaI Returning Officer for Bundestag
and European elections. Therefore, staff at the Federal

StatisticaI Office is responsibte for the organisation and
imptementation of the elections and the use of informa-
tion technology. Compared with elections taking ptace at
regutar intervals, the time avaitable for preparing the

2005 Bundestag elections was shortened dramatically.
That chatlenge was met by the "elections team" and espe-
cialty the lT staff of the Federal Statistical Office by wor-
king overtime, at weekends and by abandoning hotiday
plans. The internet-based election imptementation
system already used in earlier elections proved excetlent
at the etection evening in the Bertin Reichstag and later at
the by-election in Dresden. Within a record time of only
eight weeks, the lT experts of the FederaI StatisticaI Office
also prepared a new, barrier free lnternet site for the
FederaI Returning Offi cer (www. bundeswah lleiter.de). The
practicaI challenge of installing a separate network in the
Berlin Reichstag for the election night and PC hardware
on a large scale was also mastered. ln the end, the staffof
the FederalStatistical Office involved and in particularthe
lT team organised the 2005 Bundestag elections with
their customary ditigence and made sure that everything
ran smoothly - in about hatf the time usually available.
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Staff members of the Federal Statistical Office
on election night in the Berlin Reichstag
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More recent microcensus data on
demography, working life and
families

The microcensus, the most important official survey of
households and famities, has provided quarterty results
from 2005 while before only annual results could be of-
fered. Nevertheless, the burden on respondents has not
risen as the interviews with about 370000 households
included are now conducted on a continuous basis during
the entire year rather than in a fixed reporting week in

spring. The quarterly results wit[ provide users with more
recent data on demographic, social and emptoyment vari-
ables of the population. What is more, the quarterly figures
and the resulting annuaI data are more informative than
the former figures - seasonal and cyclical developments
can be reflected much better than before. At the same

time, the data coltection procedure was modernised. The

statistical offices of the Länder have used laptops almost
everywhere since the beginning of 2005 when conducting
personaI interviews. This makes it possible to transfer data
electronicatly and carry out integrated quatity checks. Due

to changes in the list of questions, the microcensus will
additionatty provide information on immigration, on

respondents'migration background and on education in

the years 2005 to 2072.On account ofthe new Microcen-
sus Law of 2005, a new rapid evaluation procedure will
atso be introduced with the hetp of which the FederatSta-
tisticaI Office witt suppty current monthly data on unem-
ployment and the [abour market in the future.

Price statistics with an active
comm un ication strategy

When the Euro had been introduced at the beginning of
2002, with the pubtic the new currency quickty earned
itsetf a reputation for rather being a "Teuro", "teuer"
meaning "expensive" in German. Was it true that service
enterprises and commerce had actually taken the oppor-
tunity ofthe currency changeover to increase prices consid-
erabty? When Euro notes and coin were introduced, of-
ficiaI price statistics faced entirely new chaltenges since
the moderate inflation rates published by the FederalSta-
tistical Office were no [onger compatibte with the percep-

tion of the public; there were doubts that the officiaI rate
of inflation was correct. As a consequence, the FederaI

Statistical Office decided to explain more clearty to the
public and to multipliers at events, by means of publica-
tions and via the lnternet how the rate of inflation is calcu-
lated in order to remove any doubts about the data
published.

A hightight of this new communication strategy was a

press briefing in Frankfurt in February 2005. 0n that occa-
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sion, the President of the Federal Statistical Office
explained how the inflation rate of the year 2004 had
been determined and how the bodies of official statistics
calcutate the official rate of inflation on the basis of a

"basket of goods" of an average household. He atso
commented on various reasons why the general per-

ception of the price development has differed from the
officiaI rate of inflation since the currency changeover.

ln addition, the Federat Statistical Office provides

an interactive index calculator on its website, which
was introduced to the public in February 2005 together
with a new votume of the "Btickpunkt" series (ln the
spotlight) on the subject of price statistics. At
www.destatis.de/indexrech n er everybody may calculate
the effect of his or her consumption habits on the "person-
al inflation rate". The index calcutator met with very
positive resonance in the pubtic - even tetevision sta-
tions reported on it. Additionalinformation is provided on
price statistics by one-page contributions on selected pri-

ces, e.g. of medicine, energy and rents, published month-
ly on the homepage of the Federal Statistical Office.

Price statistics: new study
makes perceptions visible

The official rate of inflation is an aggregate indicator of
monetary stabitity - depending on the individual con-
sumption behaviour, the "personal price increase" may
differ from the official average. Here is an example: 2004
was not a good year for heavy smokers because the price
oftobacco products rose markedly against the preceding
year. After Euro notes and coin had been introduced,
higher prices had to be paid in particular for goods which
were purchased quite often such as newspapers, beer
sotd in restaurants and rolls. Even though these goods
usually do not play an important part in the household
budget, households feel the price increase every day
when peopte go shopping.

ln co-operation with the University of Freiburg (Switzer-

land), the FederaI Statistical Office therefore conducted a

study in 2005 to examine the differences between the
public perception of inftation and statistical price mea-
surement. lt took into account, among other things, that
consumers are more aware of price increases than of
price reductions, and also that the frequency with which
goods are purchased is decisive for how the price devel-
opment is perceived. The result of the study was that the
price increase subjectively perceived by the consumer is
measurably higher than the official one. lt became clear
that the resutts of price statistics are comprehensibte if
one spends some time trying to understand them. One

shoutd not, however, rely exclusively on one's own per-

ception.
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Socio-econom ic reporting system
links sets of statistics available

Data of the Federa[ Statistical Office on the sociaI and
economic situation of the population are indispensable
for political decision-makers. But how are economic and
social developments retated? What effects wil[ the foresee-

able demographic change have? To answer such ques-

tions, statisticaI information available from various sour-
ces needs to be tinked. This ambitious goal is pursued by

a project group of the FederaI Statistical Office set up in

2001 to estabtish a socio-economic reporting system.
Based on the concepts ofnational accounts it is now pos-

sibte to shed tight for instance on the effects of demo-
graphic change on the demand for goods, on production
and on income.

ln 2005, detailed time series were computed for income

and consumption by household groups and for the struc-
tures of households and the economicalty active popula-
tion, which were made available to a research network for
socio-economic modelting. lnvolved are, among others,
the University of Osnabrück, the Fraunhofer lnstitute for
Systems and lnnovation Research and the Sociological
Research lnstitute at the University of Göttingen. The

modeI calculations wit[ show how the foreseeable chang-
es of population and household structures may inftuence
the economic devetopment in the next two to three
decades. The new information is availabte to scientists
and the pubtic without causing a burden through
additionat surveys as they are based exclusively on

existing economic and sociaI statistics.

24 FederaI Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005
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Professor Dr.

Michael Hüther
has been Direc-
tor of the Colog-
ne lnstitute for
Economic Rese-
arch since luty
2004. From
7995 to 7999,
he was Secre-
tary General
ofthe Council
of Economic
Experts, from
1999 to mid-
2004 Chief
Economist of
the DekaBank.

lnterview with Professor Dr. Michael Hüther,
Cologne lnstitute for Economic Research

Has your attitude towards officia[ statistics changed now that you no longer work for the Council of Econom-
ic fuperts but for a research institute close to business?
No, it has not. The Federal StatisticaI Office is the most important data provider at national [eve[ for analyses
of the overall economy. This hotds true for any economist no matter who he works for. The type of problem at
stake determines what data and which data suppliers one resorts to.

Which statistical data are most important for your present research work?
Our data requirements relate to the entire spectrum of economic and socio-political information. ln addition
to nationaI and international data, we increasingly need regional figures. After a[[, being the largest private

economic research institute in Germany, the Cologne lnstitute for Economic Research covers a muttitude of
subf ects, from labour market issues and the educationalsystem to economic, distributive and socio-political
topics up to environmental economics.

You are also concerned with labour market reforms. What do you think about data of unemployed according
to the ILO concept which have been determined by the Federal Statistical Office since March 2005?
The tetephone survey closes an important gap as it provides internationa[[y comparable unemployment fig-
ures at intervals of less than a year. The erratic development of the number of registered unemployed in the
wake of the Hartz lV reform has also shown the importance of [abour market monitoring which is independent
of social law definitions. For us as a research institute, structural data such as education and training of
unemptoyed and duration of thejob search are also very significant. Here the infra-annual microcensus wi[[
supply important information in the future.

As a scientist, you use numerous sets of statistics while enterprises comptain about the burden caused by
statistical surveys. Do you feel that benefits and burdens of statistics are balanced at present?
I cannot give you a representative answer to that question. Every enterprise wil[ answer this question differ-
entty, I suppose. lt is true thatthe surveys of the Bonn-based lnstitute for Research on Sma[] and Medium-
Sized Enterprises name statistics as a bureaucratic burden, but atways in the middle or at the end of the list.
It is decisive that on the one hand data are always collected as efficientty as possible and on the otherthe
meaning and usefulness of individuat sets of statistics are checked as time passes. Just as industry does with
its products, the FederaI Statistical Office needs to strive for permanent improvement of processes and prod-
ucts. The general rule is: we all have to understand that potitics and business require reliable information on
the structural changes of our economy.
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Official statistics - an indispensabte
source of information for economic
research

The Cologne lnstitute for Economic Research (lnstitut der
deutschen Wirtschaft Köln - lW) is one of the major Ger-

man institutes for economic research. The analyses of the
research institute, which is close to business, on structur-
a[ change and growth, but also on the revision ofgovern-
ment activity receive much attention from the media and
politics. We wanted to know how important official statis-
tics are for the work of the lW what is thought of the co-

operation with the FederaI Statistica] Office and what can

be done to recommend statistics to business. Two staff
members of the lW Dr. Michael Grömling, responsible for
macroeconomics and the journal ,lW-Trends', and Chris-
toph Schröder, expert for distributive and labour market
issues, answered our question in detait.

As a data source, official statistics is the first choice for
both scientists: high data quality and the impartiatity of
the producers are a good basis for research and increase

the acceptance ofthe analyses based upon them. The two
scientists guess that by far the largest part of the data
input of the lW researchers comes from official statistics
(Federal StatisticaI Office, Eurostat, German Bundes-

bank), from internationaI organisations or publicly subsi-
dised institutes. The lW has a large "statistics tibrary"
enabting the staff to use a[[ publications of the FederaI

StatisticaI Office and the statistical offices ofthe Länder,

especiatly for regionaI and internationaI evatuations.

r "We live in a world going wild for figures.
The question is: Can the public stitt cope
with the flood of data?"

Dr. Michael Grömting,
editor responsible for "lW-Trends"

But the researchers at the lW also have many personal
contacts at the Federal StatisticaI Office, be it through
events like the "Statisticat Week" or scientific conferen-

ces, through research proiects and joint publications. For

Dr. Grömling it is important to have good connections to
the staff members of the national accounts department at

the FederalStatistical Office, his cotleague keeps in touch
with the "Wages and Sataries, Labour Costs" Division.
The lW researchers need competent contacts at the statis-
tics authorities to help with data interpretation.

I
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The lW experts regard the press and pubtic relations work
of the Federat Statisticat Office as positive. Dr. Michael
Grömling and Christoph Schröder approve of the fact that
in the last few years the FederaI Statistica[ Office increas-
ingly provided background information and explanations
in its press releases. Both think that transparency and
information are important in orderto explain to the pubtic
how data are calculated. They state that price statistics
has successfulty broken new ground with its studies on
perceived inflation and the opportunity to use an index
calcutator on the homepage of the FederaI Statisticat Of-
fice. Providing information for the interpretation of statis-
tical data is regarded as an important task also by the lW,

which pursues the same goaI here as the bodies of of-
ficiaI statistics.

r "The index calculator of the Federal Statistical
Office is a good start, showing the public that
statistics affects us al[."

Christoph Schröder,
economic researcher at the lW

ln the opinion of Dr. Grömling, enterprises are often not
reatly willing to support official surveys because they can
not always see the benefits ofthe surveys. From the view-
point of enterprises, it is neverthetess important to get
more information on current economic trends, e.g. on gto-

batisation. He feels that more feedback provided by the
statistics authorities to the enterprises surveyed may
improve the readiness of the latter to supply information.
Often there were double burdens for enterprises caused
by similar surveys of very different institutions. The bur-
den on enterprises would be reduced if the links between
official and non-official statistics could be improved and
co-operation intensified. The two scientists regard it as
positive that the Federal Statistical Office is working on a

project making it easier for enterprises to transfer data
from business accounting, and that it uses administrative
data and registers to an increasing extent.

Numerous scientific events of the
Federal Statistical Office also in 2OO5

For many staff members of the FederalStatisticaI Office, a

close contact with the scientific community is important
as it enabtes them to consider current scientific methods
in their daily work and be abrest of recent devetopments.
For that reason, the Federal StatisticaI Office organised a

number of scientific events atso in 2005. A good opportu-
nity to exchange scientific experience was provided by

the 14th Scientific Colloquium on "Microdata and macro-
data as a basis for socio-economic mode[[ing" organised
jointty by the Federal Statistical Office and the German
Statistical Society at the end of Aprit. As part of this

Exchange of thoughts at the Statistical
Week 2005 in Braunschweig

FederaI Statistica I Office, An n ua I Report 200 5 27

i-:

lf,,tt'ry n
t

a 
"'t' 

n ffi,
\il*e§ i.{



meanwhile firmly established series of events, the Collo-
quium made a diatogue possibte between the bodies of
official statistics and major user groups. Another scientif-
ically demanding topic was treated at the Conference on

"Data fusion and data integration" on 30 lune and 1 ,|uty

2005. lt was organised by the Federal Statistical Office

together with the Association of German Market and So-

cial Research lnstitutes and the Working Party of Social
Science lnstitutes. The contributions of the participants
were included in a publication issued as a volume of the
"Tagungsberichte" series (conference volumes) of the
Social Science lnformation Centre.

FederaI Statistical Office grants
scientific award to junior researchers

ls it possibte to link the work of officiat statistics more

closety to universities? How can young scientists be

encouraged to use the wide range of officiat data for their
empiricaI research? These goals are pursued by annualty
granting the Gerhard Fürst Award, which is named after

the first President of the Federat StatisticaI Office. ln

2005, the scientific award of the FederalStatistical Office
was presented at a joint event of the FederaI Statistical
Office and the member institutes of the Association of
German Economic Science Research lnstitutes, which
took place in Wiesbaden on 7 December 2005. This time

the Federal Statistical Office granted the Gerhard Fürst

Award to three scientific papers closely retated to statis-
tics, another paper was awarded a promotion prize for

iunior scientists. These doctoraI theses and diptoma dis-

sertations covered a wide range of subjects: an analysis
of innovation activities and an empiricalstudy of earnings

structures in Baden-Württemberg were economica[[y

oriented, while studies on bi-national marriages in Ger-

many and on the causes and costs of criminality in Ger-

many had a sociological orientation. The prizes were
presented by the President of the Federal Statisticat Of-

fice. As usua[[y, the awards were granted on the recom-

mendation of an independent group of experts. The lau-

datory speech was held by the chairman of that expert

committee, Professor Brachinger, from the University of
Freiburg (Switzertand).
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Presentation of research work on the
occasion of the "Statistical Weel<"

For staff members of the Federal

Statistica[ Office who are entrusted
with research and development
work it is absolutely necessary to
attend scientific conferences. The

"StatisticaI Week", an annual
meeting of experts from econom-
ic and social research, universi-
ties and of "fietd workers" from
official statistics, is a good oppor-
tunity to present new research
and to get to know recent devel-
opments of expert colleagues. ln

September 2005, the Statistical
Week in Braunschweig focused
on the effects of demographic
change. ln the opening speech, the President of the
Federal Statistical Office commented on the range of of-
ficial statisticaI information on demography. He stressed
the significance of population projections and the setup
of comprehensive reporting systems by the bodies of of-
ficial statistics. Numerous staff members of the Federal

Statistical Office played an active part in this event, be it
as chairpersons or participants in technicaI discussions
or with their own speeches and presentations. For in-
stance, experts from the Federal Statistical Office pre-

sented the latest findings of research in the field of price
statistics, informed about new methods to improve the
data quality in data collection and about new ways to
auto-maticalty extract data from business accounting
systems.
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Modernising
officiaI statistics
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Politics provides new stimuli to
disburden industry from obligations
to report data

Whether reforms of the labour market or of the social
systems are at stake - statistical data are an indispensab-
le basis for potiticaI decisions. ln its Coalition Agree-
ment of mid-November 2005, the new Federal Govern-
ment named numerous potiticat goals where it intends to
measure at the end of the legislative period by means of
statistics to what degree they have be attained. The bene-
fits of official statistics are undoubted, even though the
burden imposed on enterprises by statisticat surveys is a
frequent topic in public discussion. So on the one hand,
the demand for meaningfuI statistics on business, socie-
ty and the environment is growing continuousty, while on
the other the readiness of enterprises and households to
participate in statisticaI surveys is declining. ln this area
of tension, the statisticaI offices have taken their stand:
the Federal Statistical Office supports politics in revising
and simptifying the statisticaI programme, especiatly with
a view to small and medium-sized companies. With very
few exceptions, the legislator orders statistics to be com-
pited, so essentiaI decisions to reduce bureaucracy are in
the end taken by the legistator. A new stimulus to disbur-
den sma[[ and medium-sized enterprises from statistical
obtigations was provided by the 'job summit' between
former Chancellor Schröder and former opposition leader
Merkel in March 2005. Bythe end of May, concrete propos-
als had been submitted by a working party of the Federa-
tion and the Länder, which were however shetved at that
time on account of the early etections to the German
Bundestag.

Federal Statisticat Office, Annual Report 2005
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Measuring the workload of enter-
prises due to statistics requirements

The new Government Coalition made another attempt to
free enterprises from overregulation. To this end, it agreed
at the beginning of November 2005 to relieve in particular
small and medium-sized companies and founders of new

businesses through new legistation, the "Smatl Company
Act", from services to the statistics authorities. The new
Federal Government regards as a priority also the reduc-
tion of obligations to supply information. For that purpose,
the costs of bureaucracy have to be retiabty determined
and forecasted for new legislation. Therefore, the Federal
Government intends to introduce a model for measuring
the burden imposed on enterprises by bureaucracy which
has proven itsetf in several European countries. lt is

intended to specify on that basis by how much the costs of
bureaucracy shall dectine until the end of the legislative
period. Presently, the statisticaI offices contribute their
share to a research assignment of the FederaI Ministry for
Economics and Technotogy giv.en to the German Institute
for Economic Research in Berlin. The aim is to study how
much of a burden is imposed on enterprises by officiat
statistics - and by having to report data to other govern-

ment agencies. Results witl be available at the beginning of
2006. With a 'barometer of burdens', the Federal Statis-
tical Office is also planning to keep track of the further
development of business statistics by continuously
monitoring the workload caused by the need to provide
information. These current studies on the burden imposed
on enterprises may make an essentiaI contribution to
retiably covering the costs of bureaucracy and show to
what extent enterprises are emburdened by statistics.
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Statistical Advisory Com m ittee pro-
vides recommendations on how to
develop officiaI statistics further

It is a fact that statistics is often named as an example of
burdens imposed on business by tasks to be futfilted for
the state, but at the same time the demand of business,
politics and the scientific community for retiable statisti-
cal information is rising. Many users of statistics lament
in particutar that statistics so far only imperfectty reflect
important trends such as gtobatisation and Germany's
change towards a service and information society. The

FederaI Statisticat Office and the statistical offices of the
Länder thus have to meet an increasing demand for data

and at the same time disburden respondents wherever
possibte - with personneI and financiaI resources

declining.

ln this context, the StatisticalAdvisory Committee, a body
of users, respondents and producers of federal statistics,
shortty before the 2005 Bundestag elections gave ten

specific recommendations on how to develop the statisti-
cal system further in the 16th legistative period. One of
the recommendations is to flexibilise the legatframework
conditions of statistics to be able to react more rapidly to
new requirements. The Statistical Advisory Committee

also recommends developing the German statisticaI
system further organisationatly and institutionally as part
of a reform of federalism. The body of experts further-
more proposes to reform business statistics in such a way

that it witt be able to supply information for example on

new services and recenttechnologicaI developments. The

burden on respondents shall be reduced, among others,

by the foltowing measures:

r Complete enumerations shoutd if possible be avoid

ed; every technicaI possibility to reduce the burden
imposed by statistics shatl be exploited.

I The bodies of officiaI statistics shoutd be given

extensive rights to access and use administrative
data, which would actualty make some statistics
dispensable.

Federal Statisticat Office supports
the process of reforming the German
statistical system

What can the statisticaI offices do to make the German

statistical system fit for the future? This goal is pursued

by the "Master Plan for a Reform of German Officiat
Statistics" of February 2003, a strategic programme of the
statistical offices of the Federation and the Länder con-

trolting their ioint modernisation activities. The Master

Plan serves to use efficiency potentials in the federative
statisticaI system more than before and to reduce the bur-

den placed on respondents by statistics. ln view of the
pubtic budgets' efforts to cut costs with their tasks
expanding - also due to new statistics requirements of
the European Union - the statistical offices thus ensure

that they witt stitt be able to offer their customers high-
quality products and services in the future. The FederaI

Statistical Office actively participates in the proiects of
that reform programme, which may alter the completion
of tasks within the German federaI statistical system over

the medium term. A malor component of the Master Plan

is the use of modern information technology and of the

lnternet in data collection - the wide range of possibiti-

ties and recent developments of statistics regarding on-

line reporting systems have been described in the pre-

vious chapter.
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lnitiat experience shows: closer
co-operation of statisticaI offices
a success

Another component of the Master Ptan is the "optimised
co-operation" project. lt aims at further improving the co-

operation of the statisticaI offices in futfilting their tasks.
The idea of optimised co-operation is as follows: one sta-
tisticaI office centrally comptetes tasks for other offices in
the fietd of statistics processing, with the co-operation of
the statistical offices involved changing fundamentally in
the lT area. The new model of co-operation has been
tested since 2003 with six sets of pitot statistics and
proved itself in the projects terminated in 2004 and
2005. ln 2005, work on the statistics of personnel was
successfully concluded. lt was managed here to organise
atl partiat statistical processes in the form of an overatl
process among the statistical offices of the Federation
and the Länder. 0f maior importance was the use of a

centrat server at the Land Statistical Office of Branden-
burg, also by the Federal Statisticat Office.

Another goal ofthe Master Plan is the reform of business
statistics. lt focuses on developing a coherent high-quati-
ty system of statistics and reducing the burden on busi-
ness. lt is planned to collect statisticaI data onty if they
cannot be generated from administrative registers and
are not available anyway at the enterprises. The various
approaches were discussed by statistics producers and
users from potitics, business and administration during a

workshop in Berlin in mid-December 2005. The proposats
ofthe Working Group ofthe Federation and the Länder on
the Reform of Business Statistics met with a positive
response by users.

Federal Statisticat Office publishes
quality reports for allfederal
statistics

The strong point of official statistics generally acknow[-
edged by politics and the scientific community is the high
quatity of the data pubtished, which are unbiased, objec-
tive and not under the influence of politics. lt is in the
interest of both the statistical offices and the users to
document that quality and not to permit any compro-
mises here despite the necessity to cut costs. However,
statisticat resutts onty seldom speak for themselves - in
most cases the users atso need information on the data
to be able to interpret and use them correctly. As a service
for users, the FederaI Statisticat Office therefore publish-
ed standardised quality reports for at[ federal statistics in
2005. The quatity reports provide detaited information on
the quatity and survey methodology of each individual
set of statistics. They cover the uniform quality criteria
used in the European StatisticaI System, inctuding accu-
racy, currentness and avaitabitity ofthe data. They answer
questions such as "How were the data obtained?", "What
is the share of nonresponse for units and variables?" or
"What connections do exist with other surveys?". The
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quatity reports are disseminated by the FederaI Statistical
Office together with the statisticaI resutts via various
medla. They also form part of all statisticaI Subf ect-Matter
Series and may be downtoaded In the lnternet at
www.destatis.de.

Staff survey proves high
motivation of person nel

The high quatity ofthe products and services ofthe Feder-

al Statisticat Office depends upon the commitment of its
staff. Therefore, it is an important strategic goal of the
Federal Statisticat Office to highty motivate its personnel
and provide them with as good a qualification as possi-

bte. So the FederaI Statistical Office conducted a staff sur-

vey in 2005 whose results form the basis of a systematic
improvement of quatification, human resources manage-

ment and co-operation. More than 80 o/o of the staff mem-

bers participated in the survey - so there was a great

interest in inftuencing working conditions. Alt in att the
results proved that the staff members are very content
with the em ptoyer'Federal Statistica I Office'. Two th i rds of
the participating personne[ stated that they enloyed their
work and identified with it, four fifths fett they had the
expert knowledge required for the job they do. Working

conditions and lT equipment were regarded as excellent.

However, the survey also indicated numerous chances for
improvement, e.g. in the spheres of human resources

management and communication. The results of the staff
survey were analysed in detaitfor at[ organisationaI units.
They served as a basis for discussion between senior
employees and their staff and for specific action ptans

whose success is going to be checked also by the next

staff survey to be hetd in 2007.

Federal Statistical Office provides
vocational training for young people

ln addition to university graduates from various fietds of
study, the bodies of offlcial statistics also need "iunior
staff' with a more practical orientation. Therefore, the
Federal Statistical Office has offered vocational training
for a long time. ln the course of the training offensive for
more apprenticeships initiated by the Federal Govern-
ment in 2004, the FederaI StatisticaI Office further inten-
sified its efforts and now belongs to the top group within
the Federal Ad m inistration as regards vocational train ing.

About 50 young people started theirvocationaI training at

the Federa[ Statistical Office in 2005, some 25 success-
fully terminated it that year. At the end of 2005, there
were a total of around 160 apprentices in the various
training courses of the Federal StatisticaI Office, t00 of
them in Wiesbaden and 60 in Bonn. '|ust under 140 of
the apprentices of the Federal Statistical Office intend
to obtain the qualification of "office communications
specialist", some 20 of them train to become information
technology specialists. From 2005, the young office com-

munications professionals get the chance to take a new
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examination of the Chamber of lndustry and Commerce.
The "additional quatification: commercial know-how",
which the Federal Statistical Office introduced in co-
operation with the Wiesbaden Chamber of lndustry and
Commerce, opens up better perspectives for the office
communications specialists when they apply for a job on
the regular labour market.

In-house advanced training at the
Federal Statistical Office with new
focus in 2005

Due to increasing requirements, the expertise and human
resources management capabilities of at[ staff members
need to be brushed up and improved regularty. Therefore,
in-house advanced training for staff members has a high
priority at the FederaI Statistical Office, especially regard-
ing lT. Courses to improve the human resources manage-
ment capabilities and social competence of senior staff
are also gaining in importance. ln 2005, coaching was
introduced for heads of division, which is a structured
exchange of experience on issues of human resources
management. Numerous courses were offered in 2005
atso for junior executive staff on subjects such as team
buitding and human resources management compe-
tence. A number of additional brief lectures hetd in 2005
forthe staffofthe FederaI Statistical Office provided infor-
mation on how the customers of the Office work with the
statisticaI information. Examples are the lectures of Pro-

fessor Dr. Klaus Zimmermann, President of the German
lnstitute for Economic Research, and of Professor Dr.

Gustav Horn, Director of the Macroeconomic Poticy lnsti-
tute. ln addition, there were 30 events being part of ioint
advanced training provided by the statisticaI offices ofthe
Federation and the Länder - here experienced statisti-
cians with a practical orientation pass their knowledge on
to cotteagues.
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Federal Statisticat Offi ce awards
prizes to staff members for the
first time

The FederaI StatisticaI Office continuously improves the
services offered to customers and users. A suggestion

scheme for employees motivates the staff to contribute
their share to improving work processes and products. ln

addition to that tested instrument, a prize was introduced
in 2005 for staff members of the Federal StatisticaI Office

who had been involved in the development of particular-
ly customer-friendty and innovative products and ser-
vices. The President of the Federat Statistical Office
awarded the first prizes to staff members in ,lune 2005 at

a meeting of the Statistical Advisory Committee. A top-
class lury which was made up of members of that body of
users and producers of official statistics assessed the
fourteen suggestions submitted. lt setected three sugges-

tions which improve the image of the Federal Statistical
Office considerabty and atso are very user-oriented. The

first prize was awarded to the working team of ILO tabour
market statistics for a proposatwhich ctoses a maior data
gap and cannot be affected by potiticat intervention. The

second prize went to staff members who had developed

the ontine Atlas on regional statistics, the third prize was

awarded for services of price statistics. Due to the good

response, it is ptanned to award prizes for innovative
products and services of the Federat Statistical Office

again in 2006.

lntroduction of information and
knowledge management system
(stage one) a success

The Federal Statistical Office is innovative not onty when

it comes to developing new products for its customers.

Technical improvements also are a decisive factor in

making internatwork processes more efficient. As an ini-
tial result of a longer-term project to devetop a com'
prehensive information and knowledge management
system for atl locations, all staff members have got

access to a noticeably improved lntranet application at
their workptace since mid-2005. Functions have been

extended and geared to the needs of individuat staff
members, e.g. for information search, and it is more

ambitious journatistically than the former lntranet.
Paratlelto that, a loint editorial system was set up forthe
lntranet, for the lnternet suppty ofthe FederaI Statisticat
Office and for the network of the statistical offices
(StaNet) so that any editoriaI work for these media is
now entirety lT-based. At the end of the information and

knowledge management system project, the staff mem-

bers of the Federal Statisticat Office witt be abte to use

iust the personaI computer to work on open fites - the
'etectronic fite' witt then replace in-house correspon-

dence. ln the long run, the personnel witt thus obtain a

personalised communication and working environ-
ment which supports the comptetion of all business
transactions by comprehensive and rapidly available
information.

o*-*@fi

The lL0 labour market statistics team received the first
of the prizes awarded to staff members in 2005
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ln the interest of atl staff members:
health days and a room where
chitdren can ptay while parents work

With the slogans "Living healthy - staying heatthy" and
"Good health enhances the quatity of tife", health days
for atl staff members were hetd again at the Wiesbaden
and Bonn locations of the Federal Statistical Office in
2005. ln numerous speeches, mainly externaI health
experts informed about topics such as nutrition and
diets or possible psychosomatic effects of working life.
For everybody, the following question will surely be the
most interesting one: How about my own health and fit-
ness? Therefore the participating health insurance funds
carried out health checks at a number of information
stands and presented various kinds of sports. The
health days are part of heatth management at the Feder-
at Statistical Office, which was extended in the last few
years. Health management at the Federal Statistical
Office atso includes the option to have workplaces
checked on the spot as to whether they meet the require-
ments of disptay screen work. Another option is the
service of the in-house doctor offered to staff members
in the case of urgent health problems.

Federat StatisticalOffice, Annual Report 2005

Another innovation at the Federal StatisticaI Office pro-

motes the compatibitity of iob and family: special rooms
for parents and their children in Bonn and Wiesbaden.
Here parents now have the opportunity to take their chitd
to work at short notice if childcare should not be avaitabte
unexpectedly some day. As these office, which are suit-
able for children, have been equipped with personalcom-
puters, mothers and fathers can do their work and look
after their offspring. For the children there are various
toys and even a children's deskwith PC and learning soft-
ware. The local press in Bonn and Wiesbaden reported in
detaiI on the inauguration ofthe offices by the President
ofthe FederaI Statisticat Office.

Complete restoration of the
Wiesbaden office buitding started

The complete restoration of the office buitding at Gustav-
Stresemann-Ring 11 began according to ptan in Novem-
ber 2005. After having been used for fifty years, the com-
plex of buitdings erected in Wiesbaden in 1956, which
became a cuttural monument in 7995, urgently needed
renovation. The restoration will include extensive static
support and technical fire protection measures which
require a massive intervention into the basic structure of
the building. This complete restoration also involves
redesigning the exterior facade of the buitding and creat-
ing attractive working surroundings for the staff. A modern
office environment wi[[ emerge which corresponds to a

communicative concept of work and organisation.

The restoration will be carried out during the next five
years in two stages; the estimated overall costs amount to
around EUR 54 mitlion. ln October 2005, the staff mem-
bers of the Federal Statistical Office entrusted with orga-
nising the removal and the removal firm were successful
in meeting the great logistic challenge of transferring the
office equipment of some 1 000 staff members to the
seven alternative locations in the urban area of Wiesba-
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den, on top ofthat, the tibrary, the printing shop and the
sub post office of the Federal Statisticat Office were
moved. The carefuI preparatory work paid off: the removal

took only four weeks altogether and work at the alterna-
tive locations started mostly without problems. During
the restoration, the we[[ above 2 800 staff members of the
Federal Statistical Office are now distributed over ten
locations in Wiesbaden and the two locations Bonn and
Berlin.

Combined Staff Council, 2005 -
extensive tasks to the benefit
of all staff members

The Combined Staff Council of the Federal Statistical Of-

fice is the contact for all matters affecting the staff mem-
bers of th e Federal StatisticaI Office at the th ree locations
Wiesbaden, Bonn and Berlin. lt is supported by the local
staff representations in Wiesbaden and Bonn, which are
responsible for concerns ofthe personnet "on the spot".

ln 2005, the Combined Staff Councit dedicated its work
especiallyto a revision of the regulations on partiaI retire-
ment, to the conclusion of a management/staff council
agreement on the electronic personnel, organisation and
job information system and to the introduction of the
information and knowtedge management system.

ln the opinion of the Combined Staff Council, partiaI
retirement is the most socially compatible arrangement
for cutting down on personne[ in the pubtic service. lt
therefore advocates preserving this opportunity for att

service classes, atthough regutations at the Federal

Statistical Office presently provide othenvise. ln 2005,
the Combined Staff Council of the Federal Statistical Of-

fice atso participated in the work on the concept, im-
plementation and assessment of the staff survey and in

the establishment of health and sociaI management.
There are detaited discussions with the Head of the Office
on the latter project at regular intervals. Here the develop-
ment of an acceptable management/staff counciI agree'
ment and a convincing personneI scheme is essentiaI for
the Combined Staff Councit.

lnterview with lrmgard Liez and Rita Berning,
heads of the Local Staff Councils

lrmgard Liez (right) has been head ofthe Wiesbaden Local StaffCouncil ofthe Federal
Statistical Office since November 2002. Rita Berning assumed that function in the Local
StaffCouncil ofthe Bonn Branch Office in November 2005 where she had been a member
of the extended committee.

Ms. Liez and Ms. Berning, what are the successes of the Staff Councilyou are particularly proud oP
lrmgard Liez: I am very satisfied that the Office's staff wetcomed the ftexibte working time arrangements advocated by the
staff representation which were introduced through a management/staff counciI agreement at the Federal StatisticaI Office
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in late 2000. Another success is that a[[ colteagues with fixed-term contracts who had been promised a permanent contract
in recent years were actually given such a contract. We also regard it as important that the staff is made fit for new chal-
lenges by intensive qualification measures to maintain job satisfaction.
Rita Berning: I would like to add something from the Bonn perspective: we are proud that the Locat Staff Council managed
to successfulty accompany and implement together with the colleagues, superiors and the administration the extensive
restructuring measures which include the relocation of personnel from the sample survey of income and expenditure to
foreign trade statistics. So emptoyees were integrated and back the changes.

All staff members at the Federal Statistical Office are faced with increasing requirements, much is in the process of chang-
ing. What stance do the Local Staff Councils as a whole take on administration modernisation?
Rita Berning: You know, administration modernisation is a rather abstract term. What it often means is that iobs change en-
tirely or become obsolete through a more frequent use of EDP technology. lt has always been an aim of the staff representa-
tions to use restructuring measures to make working conditions more attractive and not let them deteriorate. A[[ in al[, most
of the colleagues in Bonn and Wiesbaden are glad that their workplaces have become rather more attractive and modern in
the last few years. We cannot ignore that there is a need for reform in the pubtic service atso due to the financiaI situation
ofthe public budgets. The Local Staff representations wil[ have to pay more attention in the future to the interests ofthe staff
being protected.

What challenges do you foresee for your work in the years to come?
lrmgard Liez: 0ne issue is the new collective agreement for the public service since there are hardships here for individuat
groups of employees. We have raised the matter and taken the initiative atso as regards the Federal Ministry of the lnterior.
We are also concerned about our apprentices, as many of them as possible should be offered a iob at the FederalStatistical
Office once they have finished their training.

The Federal StatisticaI Office conducted a staff survey in 2005. What conclusions should be drawn from its results?
lrmgard Liez: Well, with a view to several rather unsatisfactory results, for instance regarding the sub.iect of "human re-

sources management", it is important that measures are actually taken. ln my opinion, the results should therefore be
implemented more rapidly. Anyway, a positive aspect of the survey is that so many staff members have taken part - it shows
that the personne[ at the FederaI Statistical Office are quite interested in influencing their working conditions.
Rita Berning: I am of the same opinion. But also a policy of small steps has to make it clear to the colleagues that there actu-
ally is the intention to make improvements on the basis of the staff survey, and first steps need to be taken. But despite a[[
the criticism brought forward in the staff survey: the staff members in Wiesbaden, Bonn and Berlin do a great iob, and the
Local Staff Councils contribute their part so that the changes and increased challenges can be mastered together with the
co[leagues without to much 'frictiona[ loss'.

Federa I StatisticaI Office, An n uat Report 2005 39



lnternational
activities of
the Federal
Statisticat Office
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Harmonised statistics for gtobalised
business and politics

The goal of the Federal Statistical Office's wide range of
activities at the internationaI leveI is to provide internation-
a[ markets and ptayers who have become closety inte-
grated in the process of globalisation with the harmo-
nised statistical information they require. As a matter of
fact, the results obtained in the context of economic and
finance statistics often have immediate effects on the
financial markets. The European Central Bank, too, re-
quires retiable statisticaI information for its monetary
policy in the common currency area. Another example of
the importance statistics have in an internationaI context
is Germany's financial contributions to the European
Union's budget and to the budgets of numerous inter-
national organisations which depend on the statistical
data produced by the Federal Statistical Office. Hence

official statistical data compiled on a scientific basis and
without potitical inftuence are both an essentiaI source of
information and a basis for decision-making in inter-
nationaI business and politics.

At the same time, the international activities of German
official statistics have been designed to support the
foreign economic and development poticies of the Ger-

man federal government. The foundation of a Statistics
working group in the context of the German and Chinese
government partnership, which witt take up its work pre-

sumabty in the first hatf of 2006, proves the importance of
statistics especially to the German foreign trade poticy.
The mandate for setting up the above working group was
given by the then Federal Minister of Economics and
Labour, Wolfgang Clement, and the Chinese Minister of
Trade, Bo Xilai, during the 12th meeting of the German-
Chinese Joint Economic Committee which took place in
Berlin on 11th November 20Q5. The working group's func-

FederaI Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005

tion wilt be to examine the discrepancies between the
foreign trade statistics of the two countries and, in addi-
tion, to further devetop co-operation between Chinese
and German officiat statistics.

FederaI Statistical Office supports
politicalgoats of the United Nations

The Federal StatisticaI Office works closely together with
the statisticaI divisions of internationaI organisations [ike
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) and the United Nations (UN). ln this way,

German official statistics supports the achievement of
superordinate potitical goals such as the Miltennium
Goats of the United Nations regarding development and
environmentaI sustainability which are to be accom-
plished by 2075. Measuring the progress made in this
area with the hetp of statisticaI indicators was one of the
issues discussed at a session ofthe UN StatisticaI Com-
mission in March 2005 which was attended by represen-
tatives of the FederalStatisticatOffice, too. ln their Mitlen-
nium Declaration, the UN Member States in September
2000 undertook to combat poverty all over the world,
safeguard peace, protect the environment and make glob-

alisation fu[[y inclusive and equitable. ln autumn 2005,
the heads ofstate and government ofthe UN MemberSta-
tes tookstock ofthe progress made overthe period ofthe
first five years. lt is in the context of the statistical co-op-
eration activities of the Federal Statistica[ 0ffice that part-
ner countries were assisted, among otherthings, in deter-
mining the indicators required for this purpose.
Generally, the Federal Statistical Office provides partner
countries with both subject-retated and methodological
assistance and consuttation regarding cross-sectional
management, programme ptanning, strategy develop-
ment and quatity controI matters.
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International Monetary Fund confirms
the professional nature of the work
of German statisticians

The lnternationaI Monetary Fund (lMF), a speciatised
agency of the United Nations whose focus is on interna-
tional co-operation in the area of monetary poticy, re-

quires high-quality statisticaI information for its work. The

necessaryinformation is provided bythe about 180 Mem-
ber States. ln summer 2005, the IMF checked the quatity
of German statistics for compliance with the relevant

international standards. Over a period of two weeks, a

delegation of six representatives examined the nationaI
accounts data, producer price statistics and pubtic fi-
nance statistics ofthe Federal StatisticaI Office and also
the balance of payments statistics of the Deutsche
Bundesbank. The IMF detegation had a large number of
discussions both with colleagues of the above statistical
areas in Wiesbaden and Frankfurt and with maior users of
statistics and representatives of the German federal
government and the statistical offices ofthe Länder. The

discussions were based on lists of questions to iudge the
quality of the individual statistics and the institutional
framework. Before the visit took ptace, the FederaI Statis-
ticat Office had conducted a survey among approximately
350 major users of macroeconomic data of official statis-
tics. The focus was on the generaI satisfaction of
customers with its data supplies and with the quatity,
avaitabitity and documentation of the data.

On the whole, the IMF detegation arrived at the conctu-
sion that Germany futfits the requirements of the so-
called Speciat Data Dissemination Standard of the lnter-
national Monetary Fund and that German statisticians
show a remarkable degree of professionalism in accom-
ptishing their tasks. The finat report also included some
recommendations for further enhancing German official
statistics. As seen by the Federat Statistical Office, iusti-
fied recommendations shoutd be implemented in co-op-

eration with the statistical offices ofthe Länder and to the
extent possible in the conditions prevailing in Germany.
Both the IMF finat report inctusive of a summary and the
official comments of the Federal government witt be

accessible to the generaI public as part of the lMFwebsite
content presumably in early 2006.

lntroducing a Code of Practice for the
European Statistical System in 2005

How accurate and timely are statistical data? Are they
consistent and easily accessibte? - The answers to these
questions relatingto the quality of statistics have become
increasingly important to users. Therefore the European
Statisticat lnstitutes are determined to produce high-quat-
ity statistical data on the basis of clearly defined stan-
dards. ln May 2005, the European Commission adopted
as a recommendation a Code of Practice for the European
Statistical System. The Federal StatisticaI Office had also
been engaged in preparing the Code which aims to
strengthen confidence in official statistics and to improve

documentation of the quatity requirements. As a step
towards imptementing the Code of Practice, the Federal

Statistical Office and the Statisticat lnstitutes of the EU

Member States in tate 2005 made self-assessments
based on a questionnaire harmonised across the whole
of Europe. The results of the assessment are planned to
be published in a concise form. That first round of self-
assessment is to be followed by the preparation of
nationaI action plans and by monitoring compliance with
the Code of Practice with the hetp of Peer Reviews.

Working out a Code of Practice, the National Statistical
lnstitutes and Eurostat at the same time met a re'
quirement of the Councilof Economics and Finance Mini'
sters who called for the submission of a proposal for
minimum standards to strengthen the independence,
integrity and accountabitity of the NationaI Statistical
I nstitutes.
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Federal Statistical Office is involved
in international methodology
developments

The course for the further development of European and
German statistics is set in internationaI organisations
today. For this reason, the election of Mr. Walter Raderma-

cher, Vice President of the Federat Statisticat Office, as
Chairman of the UN Committee on Environmenta[-Eco-
nomic Accounting is worth mentioning. The Committee
wit[ comprise representatives of about 25 countries and
internationaI organisations. lt witt decisively guide and
co-ordinate development in the above area of statistics. lt
was also in the context of environmentat-economic
accounting that the Federal Statistical Office hosted an
OECD workshop in Berlin at the end of May 2005. The
workshop concentrated on the introduction of material
ftow accounts at the internationa[ levet. During the
sessions of the workshop attended by approximately 70
participants, representatives ol for instance, the United
States, Canada, Japan, ltaty, Austria and the Statistical
Office of the European Communities (Eurostat), presented
maior aspects of their activities, and the Federal Statis-
tical Office of Germany outlined its own new devetop-
ments in this area of work,

ln 2005, too, experts of the Federat Statisticat Office
attended internationaI conferences to provide the scien-
tific community with information about new projects and
trends at their Office. Generalty, their participation altows
them to keep up to date in research matters. A small dele-
gation of the FederaI Statistical Office attended, for
instance, the 55th World Session of the lnternational Sta-
tistical lnstitute in Sydney (Australia) in Aprit 2005. The
contributions and papers delivered by the representa-
tives of the FederalStatisticatOffice, which were received
with profound interest, covered a wide range of activities.
They provided information on issues like the construction
of indicators, new ways towards reducing the response
burden and the improvement of data quality.

Germany speaks out for clear
priorities at the European level

Specialists of the FederalStatisticalOffice have played an
active role in a large number of expert committees and
bodies at the European level not least because, in the
past few years, the European Union (EU) has had an ever
increasing influence on the work of German statistics.
Today, more than 60olo of federal statistics are based on
EU legislation. ln 2005, the OfficialJournal of the Europe-
an Communities published a total of 39 European [ega[
provisions that were of relevance to statistics, 20 of which
were new (inct. imptementing provisions) white 19 amend-

ed existing legal acts. The strings are mainly putted in
Luxembourg which is the seat of the Statistical Office of
the European Communities (Eurostat) with its about 700
staff. Germany, the other EU Member States and Eurostat,
which the former are closely tinked to, form the European
Statistical System (ESS).

New statistics in Germany are largety initiated by Europe-
an requirements. Examples are the continuous European
labour force survey, which the FederaI Statisticat Office
started in 2005, and the Community statistics on income
and living conditions (EU-SILC). Often, however, amend-
ments to existing statisticaI regutations cause extra work
to the Nationat StatisticaI lnstitutes of the European
Union, too. ln view of the continuousty increasing data
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requirements of the European Union, Germany and other
Member States have supported clearer priorities for the
European statistical programme and consideration of the
[imited resources of the Member States in the future. For

the above reasons, the Federal Statistica[ Office has

sometimes argued against new statistical regulations. An

exampte was an amendment proposed to the StructuraI

Business Statistics Regulation which would have entailed
large-scale new data requirements that would by far have

exceeded the planned reductions in other statisticaI areas.

Appointment of the President of the
FederaI Statistical Office as Chairman
of the Partnership Group

It is important forthe FederalStatisticalOffice to be active-

ly invotved both in designing the European Statistical
System and in European developments in generat.

Against this background, the appointment of the Presi-

dent of the Federal Statistical Office as Chairman of the
Partnership Group in May 2005 was of great importance
for Germany. The Partnership Group is a high-ranking
European statistical body which consists of six etected

Heads of the Statistical lnstitutes of the EU Member
States and of Eurostat representatives. lt prepares the
meetings of the main European statistical body, namety

the Statistical Programme Committee, and discusses
questions of strategic importance. Apart from the German

representative, current members of the Partnership

Group are the Directors-General of the Statistical lnsti-
tutes of France, the Czech Republic, Great Britain, Portu-
gal and Lithuania. These high-ranking representatives of
European statistics meet three times a year. Major goats

of the German chairmanship are to strengthen confidence

in official statistics in Europe and to further enhance co-

operation between Eurostat and the National Statistical

President lohann {ahlen with the Partnership Group
in Wiesbaden in Dhcember 2005
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lnstitutes. ln this context, improved programme planning
inctuding the definition of clear priorities is of great

importance. Further impetus can be gained when the
Conference of the Di rectors-GeneraI of th e Nationat Statis-
tical lnstitutes (DGINS) wi[[ meet in 2006 to discuss the
issue of "Making the System Work".

Members of the European Partiament
were invited to attend an informative
meeting

ln June 2005, the FederalStatisticatOffice invited the Ger-

man Members of the European Partiament and their aca-

demic staff to attend an informative meeting. The suc-
cessful meeting was held under the auspices of Dr. Udo
Bultmann, Member of the European Parliament, in the
buildings of the European Parliament in Brussels. The

aims of the meeting were to increase pubtic awareness of
statistics and to expand contacts with the European Parlia-
ment which, as a co-legislator of the European Union, has

a decisive influence on the statisticat programme of the
EU Member States. As a matter of fact, the current 2003-
2007 Statistical Programme of the Community is a legal
act of the European Partiament and the Council. During
the meeting, the participants had the chance to discuss
issues of statistical importance with the President of the
FederaI Statisticat Office and with representatives of the
Federal Ministry of the lnterior and of the statistical of-
fices of the Länder. The programme was rounded off
by papers detivered by Eurostat and staff of the Berlin
lnformation Point of the FederatStatisticalOffice on statis-
tical dissemination strategies and the range of informa-
tion offered. The European Parliament is a major user of
statistics, too. Hence the information on the services of-
fice set up by the FederaI Statistical Office in the German
Bundestag as a contact point for questions regarding
both German and European statistics was received with
particular interest. First queries were received not later
than the day after the informative meeting took place.

Face-to-face contact with Brussels: staff members of
the FederalStatistical Office talking to members of
the EU parliament
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Work meetings with heads of
StatisticaI lnstitutes promote the
advancement of the statisticaI
systems

Several times a year, the heads of the Federal Statistical
Office of Germany meet heads of Statistical lnstitutes of
the partner countries. The oblectives of the bilateraI work
meetings are to agree on the further devetopment of the
statisticaI systems at the internationaI and supranational
levets and to exchange information on how to optimise
the internal management of the Statistical lnstitutes. ln

2005, the President of the Federal Statistical Office met
the heads of the National Statistical lnstitutes of Great

Britain, the Netherlands, and of Serbia and Montenegro.
ln addition to the meetings with heads of the National
Statistical lnstitutes, expert meetings are organised every
year to exchange information and discuss methodologi-
cal issues at the working levet. Those meetings take place

outside project-related co-operation activities such as

training and consultation measures. ln this context,
experts of the Federal Statistical Office last year met
statisticians, for instance, from North Korea, Thailand,
Japan, New Zealand and Great Britain.

New focus of the Federal Statistical
Office's international statistics
co-operation

The FederaI StatisticaI Office's internationaI statistics co-

operation is guided by the EU support programmes for
accession and candidate countries and forthird countries
with whom the EU Member States co-operate in the con-
text of the European neighbourhood poticy. The support
programmes for those countries have been continued
after the ten new Member States in central and eastern
Europe and the Mediterranean region acceded to the
European Union on 1 May 2004. As the EU standards now

are largely met, the regional focus of assistance has

however shifted. Currently, the focus is above al[ on coun-
tries such as Romania and Butgaria, with whom accession
negotiations could be ctosed in 2004, and on Turkey and
Croatia with whom accession negotiations were officially
opened on 3 October 2005. This new orientation witt be

also reflected by a restructured system of EU external
assistance to be aimed at a stronger harmonisation of
support guidelines. Frcm 2007, assistance wilt be provid-

ed based on the "Principle of concentric circtes". The

new lnstrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (lPA) witt

then be used to support Turkey and Croatia and also
potentialcandidate countries in the Western Batkans. The

European Neighbourhood and Partnership lnstrument
(ENPI) is designed to support co-operation with the EU

neighbouring states which, for the time being, have no

accession prospects. Last but not least, the aim ofa third
instrument is to promote development co-operation. ln

view of those new support programmes, the efforts of
German statistics co-operation are aimed at positioning
itself adequately at the European leve[.
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Successful EU Twinning
Projects in 2005

The fact that the Federal Statistical Office has refocused
its co-operation activities is not least reflected by its Twin-
ning Projects which it has been engaged in for several
years. The Twinning Projects are an essentiat pitlar of the
statisticaI co-operation activities of the Federat Statistica I

Office which have encompassed a total of about ]. 400
individuat measures with more than 10 500 participants
since 1992. The Twinning Projects, which are promoted
by the European Union, are designed as partnerships be-
tween the administrations of an EU Member State and an
accession country. The instrument of administrative co-
operation was first used in retation to the former EU can-
didate countries. However, its application has now been
extended to the states which are covered by the European
Neighbourhood Poticy. The Federal StatisticaI Office
regards this instrument as a chance to continue to distin-
guish itsetf in the area of international co-operation, not
least because of the very good results it has always

achieved in Twinning Proiect evatuations made by the
European Commission. ln view of future strategic partner-
ships, e.g. in EU statistical bodies, Twinning Proiects are
of high politicat importance in the area of statistics. The

bodies of German officiat statistics have successfu[[y
completed several Twinning Projects, and new projects

are in preparation. ln 2005, the following resutts were
achieved in this area of work:
I ln June 2005, a contract was signed for a new Twinning

Project with Bulgaria, which witl be carried out by the
FederalStatisticaI Office in a consortium with Statistics
Denmark. The proiect wilt run over a period of 27

months and coverthree different sets ofstatistics.
r A Twinning-Light Prolect on iron and steeI statistics was

concluded successfutly with Stovakia. lt encompassed
ten consultative missions to Slovakia and three study
visits to Germany.

r ln 2005, the FederaI Statistical Office continued to par-

ticipate in a Twinning Project with Poland under the
direction of Sweden. The proiect's focus was on short-
term economic indicators, quatity management and
information tech notogy.

I FurtherTwinning Projects are presentty in the ptanning
stage or initiation phase. Examptes are a Twinning Pro-

iect with Latvia whose contract was won by the Federal
Statistical Office and which wilt start in early 2006, and
a Twinning Project with Macedonia.

German-Turkish co-operation prolect on the
publication of statistical information
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Statistics co-operation of the Federal Statistical Office
in the period 2001 to 2005
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Close co-operation between the
Federal Statisticat Office and the
Turkish Statistica[ Institute in 2005

ln 2005, the Federal StatisticaI Office continued its inten-
sive co-operation with the Turkish Statistical lnstitute.
Consultation measures were carried out in the context of
the "Upgrading the Statistical System ofTurkey" project
(USST programme), which was launched in spring 2004
and witt end in November 2006. The programme is aimed
at Turkey's adoption of the EU standards of statistical
methodology in view of its obiective to ioin the European
Union. The USST programme has gained further impor-
tance since the European Union opened the accession

negotiations with Turkey on 3 October 2005. Presently,

the experts of the Federal Statisticat Office support their
Turkish partners, among other things, in the fietds of
business registers, business statistics, ctassifications
and data dissemination. The more than 30 consuttative
missions carried out in 2005 concerned various topics
in areas such as business registers, business statistics,
agriculturaI statistics and data dissemination. They took
place in the Turkish StatisticaI lnstitute in Ankara, the
Federal Statistical Office in Wiesbaden and atso the
statistical offices of the Länder of Schleswig-Holstein
and Berlin. ln its progress evatuation of more than 20
proiects, the EU Delegation, i.e. the Representation
of the European Commission in Ankara, arrived at the
conclusion that the USST programme was the most
successfulty managed proiect to prepare Turkey for
meeting the standards of an EU accession.

48 FederaI StatisticaI Office, AnnuaI Report 2005



Seminar with participation of high-
ran king representatives - highlight
of the German-Chinese statistical
co-operation

The People's Repubtic ofChina has been one ofthe malor
co-operation partners of the Federal Statistical Office in
the field of official statistics and even its most important
partner outside Europe for more than a decade. Over 700
statisticians from both countries participated in not less

than 775 consultation and advanced training measures
in the two countries. ln 2005, 11 more study visits and
consultation activities took ptace in Germany and in Chi-
na. A hightight of the German-Chinese statisticaI co-oper-
ation was the seminar on the "Strategies of national sta-
tistical offices to meet future information demand"
organised jointty by the FederaI Statistical Office of Ger-
many, the NationaI Bureau of Statistics of the People's
Repubtic of China and the NationalStatisticatOffice of the
Repubtic of Korea. The seminar was held in Gustav-Strese-
mann-lnstitut in Bonn on 6 and 7 )uly 2005.|t was opened
by the President of the Federal Statistical Office and the
Commissioners of the Chinese Bureau of Statistics and
the Korean Statistical Office. ln addition to the heads of
th e statisticaI offices, h igh-ra n king representatives of the
statistical, potiticat, economic and science and research
communities of the three countries, who were either pro-
ducers or users of official statistics, delivered papers in
the course of the three seminar sessions. As the seminar
conducted in this form forthe firsttime was a success, the
Commissioner of the Korean Statistical Office suggested
to conduct a similar seminar on another topic in the
Repubtic of Korea in 2007.
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Milestones of
statisticaI work
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The core activities of the Federat Statistical Office are to
prepare and conduct statistical surveys and to pubtish
their results. As far as decentralised statistics are

concerned, the Federat Statistical Office works closely
together with the statisticaI offices of the Länder. This
chapter presents a selection of statisticaI resutts pro-

duced in the context of the Office's core activities in 2005
and, in addition, introduces new or enlarged ranges of
statistical data provided by the Office. The chapter ends
with a description of interesting data developments and
the studies and projects the Office compteted in 2005.

w i sse n. n utzen.

Statistical results

ILO statistics supply important
information on the labour market

Since January 2005, the Federal Statisticat Office has
pubtished monthly labour market statistics based on the
ILO concept. The Office's statistics include information on
the number of persons emptoyed, which is now released by
more than one month earlier than before, and for the first
time also current data on unemployment in Germany based
on the above concept. The new internationally comparabte
unemptoyment figures proved to be a valuabte supplement
to the German labour market data in 2005. The definition of
unemployed as applied in the German lLO labour market
statistics based on the internationally recognised concept
of the lnternationaI Labour Organization differs from the
definition of the numberof registered unemployed accord-
ing to the German Social Security Code (SGB) which is the
basis of the figures published by the Federal Employment

Trendsofunempoymentbasedonthe lLOconceptandaccordingtothedefinitionofthe
German Social Security Code in 2005 (in million persons)
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Agency. The ILO concept is rather geared to a given per-

son's behaviour during the reference month than hisiher
legal status. ln accordance with that concept, any person

who is not employed, actively sought work over the past

four weeks and is prepared to start work within the next
fortnight is considered unemployed. ln line with the ILO

definition, persons who are employed for only few hours a

week cannot be regarded as unemployed. The statistics of
the Federal Employment Agency, however, consider such
persons as unemployed provided they have registered as

such. As the betow chart shows, the levels and trends of
the unemployment figures based on the ILO concept differ
markedty from the figures of unemptoyed persons regis-

tered by the Federal Employment Agency. ln October 2005,
for instance, the number of unemptoyed based on the ILO

definition amounted to 3.55 mi[[ion while the number of
registered unemployed totalled 4.56 mittion.

High voter participation among
senior citizens atso in the 2005
Bundestag election

The representative election statistics compited by the
Federal Statistical Office is indispensable for analysing
the results of elections in the country. The statistics sup-
ply information on the electoral participation and behav-
iour of men and women by age groups and for western

and eastern Germany. With the aim to compile represen-

tative etection statistics on the occasion of the 2005
Bundestag election, voter participation was evaluated in
about 2 500 selected potling districts and the votes cast
were analysed in approximatety 2 600 setected districts.
The polting districts were selected by random sampling
from a universe of about 80000 districts. The method
apptied ensured that secrecy of the battot was maintain-
ed. Drawing conclusions on the votes of individuatvoters
was not possible.

The results of the election statistics confirm that voter
participation in the most recent Bundestag etection was
particutarly high among senior citizens. Not less than
84.6"/" of those aged between 60 and 69 exercised their
voting right, that percentage being by far higher than
overatl voter participation (77.7 "ö.ln contrast, not more

than a good two thirds (about 69.0 %) of those under 35
years of age exercised their right to vote. Generally, voter
participation rises with increasing age starting from the
age group ofthe 21 to 24 year otds.

Preferences regarding the party to vote atso depend ctear-

ly on the age group of the voters. Selected examples are

the electoral success of the CDU/CSU (Christian Democrat-

ic Union/Christian Social Union) and of the GREENS. The

resutts achieved by the CDU and CSU depended much

more on the different age groups than was the case with
any other party. The etectoral success of the CDU/CSU

ranged between 26.7 % with the group of voters aged 18

to 24 and 42.3"/o with those who were at least 60 years

otd. As regards the GREENS, mainly women and men of
the middle-aged groups voted for that party. Among that
group of the population, the party won partly two-digit
shares of the vote (from 7O.O% to nearly 73.0y4.
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Last resutts of public assistance
statistics for the year 2004

The fourth Law on modern services in the labour market
("Hartz lV"), which came into force on 1 January 2005,
has merged the former unemptoyment relief and pubtic
assistance benefits into a new benefit for needy iobless
and indigent persons who are able to work. For this rea-

son, the majority of recipients of public assistance bene-
fits were covered in the statistics on public assistance for
the last time at the end of 2004. The main resutts of
public assistance statistics were the foltowing in late
2004,i.e. immediately before "Hartz lV" came into force:
I About 2.91 million peopte in 7.46 million househotds

in Germany received public assistance in the narrow
sense to meet their basic subsistence needs, above all
for food, clothing, accommodation and heating. The

number of recipients of public assistance hence rea-

ched a new atl-time high at the end of 2004, increasing
3.3o/" from a year earlier.

r A totat of 3.5"/" of the poputation received public assis-
tance at the end of 2004. The share of women ctaiming
public assistance was larger than that of men (3.8%
versus 3.3 7.), and the public assistance rate of
foreigners (8.7"/") was considerabty higher than that
of Germans (l.o z.;.

I On the whole,96000 children below 15 years of age,
i.e. every twetfth child in that age group, were in need
of pubtic assistance at the end of 2004.

r At that time, about 2.2 miltion recipients of public
assistance lived in the former territory of the Federal
Republic of Germany (excl. Berlin), white their number
amounted to 445 000 in the new Länder (excl. Bertin).

r Approximatety 930 000 recipients of pubtic assistance
were registered unemployed in late 2004, which was
about 50olo of atl public assistance recipients of work-
ing age between 15 and 64years.

r ln 2004, net expenditure for public assistance in the
narrow sense (i.e. subsistence payments) amounted to
EUR 8.8 bitlion.

About 90Y" of the former public
assistance recipients now receive
"Hartz-lV" benefits

Since 1 January 2005, transfer payments have been made
in accordance with the "Hartz-lV Law" to former recipients
of unemployment retief and recipients of public assis-
tance who are able to work, and to their families. The

statistical data on what is catled the basic provision for
jobseekers in accordance with the Second SocialSecurity
Code (SGB ll) are compiled by the Federal Emptoyment
Agency. Due to the above changes in legislation, an esti-
mated 90 % of former recipients of public assistance wi[[
no longer be covered bythe pubtic assistance statistics of
the FederaI StatisticaI Office as they now receive benefits
based on SGB ll. The changes in legistation concern recip-
ients of public assistance who are between 75 and 64
years otd and are able to work, and also the members of
their families. The number of recipients of public assis-
tance in that age group amounted to about 1.9 miltion at
the end of 2004.

However, the Federal StatisticaI Office and the statistical
offices ofthe German Länder continue to carry out several
surveys regarding public assistance benefits. ln legal
terms, those surveys are based on provisions of SGB Xll.
Compared to the former statistics, in particutar the survey
of persons receiving benefits called assistance in speciaI
circumstances until the end of 2004 witt provide even
more detailed information in the future. The informative
value of the statisticaI data the Federal Statisticat Office
compiles on that group of persons wilt further increase.
As a matter of fact, the benefits paid to them totalled EU R

14.2 bittion, i.e. about two thirds of overall public assis-
tance, in 2004.
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Childlessness among women
reflected by microcensus results

Againstthe background ofdemographic changes, both the
general public and scientists currently discuss the reasons
for and consequences of childlessness among women, in
particular academic graduates. Relevant data are supptied
by the microcensus which is the largest sample survey
among househotds in Germany. ln March 2004, 30o/" of
the 37 to 40 year old German women were childless, i.e.
minors did not live in their househotds. The proportion of
the childless was much smatter among German women of
that age in the new Länder and Berlin-East (22o/"). How-
ever, childlessness was at a significantly higher level among
women aged 37 to 40 who had a degree of an institution of
higher education. ln March 2004,43 % of the femate Ger-

man academic graduates were chitdtess in western Germa-

ny, while their proportion amounted to 24ok in eastern
Germany. Living arrangements, too, have an impact on the
parenthood of women - admittedty far more substantiatly
in western Germany than in eastern Germany. Thus the
share of 37 to 40 year old women with minor children who
lived in a consensual union or as singles without a partner

in the household was by far smaller in western Germany

than in the eastern part of the country. More data are includ-

ed in a paper on childlessness among women which was
prepared together by the Federal Statistica[ Office and the
Centre for Survey Research and Methodotogy (ZUMA). The
paper is accessible free of charge as part of the Office's
website content at http://www.destatis.de/downtoad/d/
wista/ kinderlosigkeit. pdf.

Results of a survey to evaluate the
businesses' demand for services

Services are of an enormous importance to the German

business sector. ln 2003, the value of services bought by

businesses amounted to an impressive EUR 423 bitlion,
which equalled about one seventh of the turnover

achieved by the businesses. The services mainty bought
were, in terms of their value, transport and logistics ser-

vices (EUR 103 bittion), hiring, renting and leasing services
(EUR 66 bitlion), and marketing and sales services (EUR

56 bitlion). Those services were primarity demanded by
the manufacturing sector which bought not less than
40 % of them. lt was followed, onty at a certain distance,
by enterprises of the transport and communication
(23o/") and the distributive trade (18 7o) sectors. The vast
majority of businesses in Germany look for service provid-

ers in the region where they are based themselves. There

are only very few businesses which focus on service pro-

viders abroad. The foremost reason is the distance from the
provider, while language problems or [ega[ difficulty hinder
to a lesser extent purchases ofservices from abroad.

The above and more information was obtained from a

Demand for services survey carried out by the FederaI Sta-

tistical Office in co-operation with severaI statistical of-
fices ofthe Länder and the Statistical Office ofthe Europe-
an Communities for the reference year 2003. The survey
covered, on a voluntary basis, representatively selected
enterprises with 20 or more persons employed in almost
ail branches of economic activity. ln August 2005, the
Federal Statistical Office pubtished both the results and
information on the methodology of the survey in a detail-
ed project report which can be acquired from the Statis-
tics Shop of the FederaI Statistical Office.

Material requirements of the
German economy are increasingty
met by importation

One of the goats of the NationalSustainability Policy of the

German federal government, which was adopted in 2002,
has been to decouple economic growth from raw material

consumption in order to save natural resources. The data of
the Federal Statistical Office which were presented at a

press conference in early November 2005 show that a
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decoupting trend was observed between 7994 and 2004.
During that period, the input of materiaI by the German
economy declined 70.5o/o white, at the same time, overall
economic performance increased 15.6o/o. The results of
environmenta[-economic accounting considered, among
other things, such materiats as construction raw materiats,
energy sources and ores, i.e. non-renewable naturaI
re50urce5.

The environmentat-economic accounts data also show that
the German economy's materiaI requirements are increas-
ingly covered by importation. While, between 1994 and
2003, the withdrawal of raw materials from inside the
country declined 20%, imports of raw materials and
semi-finished and finished products rose about 16%.
Hence the share of imported products in the total input of
primary materials increased from about one quarter to
approximately one third in the given reference period. This
means that domestic nature was increasingly taken care of
while environmental loads resulting from both the with-
drawal of raw materials and their further processing were
shifted abroad. The above data on raw material consump-
tion are only one example of the wide range of information
offered by environmenta[-economic accounts.

Extended or new ranges of data

New type of data on German foreign
trade with EU partner countries

The foreign trade statistics which the Federal StatisticaI
Office produces in a centralised manner traditionatly sup-
plies goods-related results. The statistics provides infor-
mation, for instance, on German exports of motorcars or
products of mechanical engineering. ln the past, how-
ever, the statistics did not suppty any information on the
foreign trade by branches of economic activity. ln 2005,
the Federal Statisticat Office for the first time reteased
branch-related foreign trade data in its Statistical Year-

book. The data were obtained as a result of complex and
special evaluations based on tinking the data records of
foreign trade statistics with the comprehensive informa-
tion stored in the statistical business register. The new
data concern the foreign trade with EU partner countries
whose share (on a value basis) in the total German
foreign trade amounts to approximately two thirds.

The data for the individuaI branches of economic activity
confirm, for instance, the importance of motor vehicle
manufacturing for the German export business. ln 2004,
the share of the branch "Manufacture of vehicles" to-
tatled one quarter (25.3"/o) in a[[ German exports into
European Union countries, white the proportion of the
branch "Sale of motor vehicles" amounted to another
74.5o/o. Having a look at the votume of the intra-EU trade
activities of enterprises is also very informative. White the
500 largest exporters accounted for 55oÄ of the exports
into EU countries, the 140,000 smaller enterprises en-
gaged in intra-EU trade together accounted for not more
than 0.5 o/o.
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Business register to supply
information on groups of enterprises
in the future

The importance of groups of enterprises both at the
national and the international level is growing in view of
continued globalisation and [iberatisation of business.
For this reason, European tegislation wil[ soon instruct the
Member States to include in their registers information on

the affitiation of businesses with groups of enterprises.
The German statistical business register encompasses

data on a[[ enterprises and their local units in Germany.

However, it includes information neither on their inter'
retationships nor on their affiliation with groups of enter-
prises. Since the data required in this context have notyet
been avaitable from administrative sources, the statis-
tical offices of the Federation and the Länder have ob-

tained them from commercial data providers since 2005.

lntegrating information on business interrelationships
into the statistical business register will allow a more

detailed description of economic structures in the future
inctuding, for instance, a revision of the definition of
small and medium-sized enterprises. Atso, various new

fields witt be opened up for analyses. And it witl be possi-

bte to depict international interrelations and to quantify

the economic activities of enterprises under foreign con-

trol in the future. For this reason, the Federal Statistical
Office witt participate in a project of the Statisticat Office

of the European Communities (Eurostat) aimed at gaining
information on internationaI groups of enterprises across

Europe which wilt be launched in 2006.

Results of the income tax statistics
now available on an annual basis

Since 2005 the Federal Statistical Office has provided

annual income tax data (from the 200L year of assess-
ment), thus further expanding the range of information
offered in the area oftax statistics. Previously, the results

of the statistics, which received considerable attention in

both pubtic and politicaldiscussion, were onty pubtished
everythree years. The current annuaIincome tax statistics
is a secondary statistics produced in a centralised man-

ner by the Federat Statistical Office. The statistics is based

on data which the supreme tax authorities of the Länder

transmit to the Office. Hence the retevant statisticaI infor-
mation is obtained without placing any additionat burden

on respondents.

Contribution oftaxpayers to tax revenue, 2001
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The income tax statistics provides information, among
other things, on income distribution and tax revenue in
Germany. The new'statisticat product' proved its worth in

the context of the early Bundestag election where tax
issues played an important role. Before the election took
place, experts of the Federal Statistical Office had to an-

swer a large number of questions from potiticians, press

agencies and the research community regarding such
issues as a "tax for the rich" and the flat kilometre tax
allowance. Since the successfu[ [aunch of the statistics,
the Federal Statistical Office has further increased the
range of data offered - from simple tabtes to microdata
provided to researchers. Selected resutts of the income
tax statistics are presented in the betow table. More
recent results are atso avai[able, though they are only pro-

visional due to the frequently protracted procedures and
long deadlines of tax assessment.

Amendment of the environmental
statistics law in 2005

The Federal Statistical Office is of the firm opinion that
new information requirements of users shoutd be consid-
ered and the burden on respondents be reduced to the
extent possibte in revising larger statisticaI systems.
Those aspects were kept in mind in amending the law on

environmental statistics, too. The amended law called
Law for streamlining environmental statistics came into
force on 20 August 2005. The current changes in the envi-
ronmentalstatistics [aw, which had last been amended in
7994, were necessary in view of the increasing impor-
tance of environmentaI policy and progressing legislation
at the EU level. Like in the past, the amended law governs

statistical production in the areas of waste management,
water extraction and waste-water disposat, air quality
controI and environmental economics.

While maintaining the previous concept of the statistics,
potitical recommendations for reducing the burden on

respondents have been met by deleting individual varia-
btes, expanding survey periodicities and defining new
cut-off limits. Examples are the following surveys which
were discontinued: the survey of waste collection as part
of waste statistics, the survey of air emissions as part of
air statistics, and the survey of drinking water quality as
part of water statistics. The survey of environmental pro-

tection expenditure wi[[ in future be carried out every
three years instead of every year. However, new environ-
mentaI information wi[[ be offered, too. An example is the
information to be provided on water and waste water fees
and on the production ofwaste by branches of economic
activity.

Research data centre offers
a wider range of data

Set up in 2001, the research data centre ofthe Federal
Statistical Office enables the scientific community to get

controtled access to microdata of official statistics, i.e.
to anonymised individual data. ln 2005, the research
data centre enlarged its range of data. Access is now
additionatty provided to anonymised data files of the
time use survey, the 2002 and 2003 microcensus and
public assistance statistics, and to three sets of econom-
ic statistics obtained in the context ofthe project on De

facto anonymisation of microdata of economic statistics.
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ln addition to the Campus Files of the 1998 micro-
census, the 1998 public assistance statistics and the
1999 cost structure survey, the research data centre since
earty 2006 has offered students a free download of a

Campus Fite of the 1998 wage and income tax statistics
at www.forschungsdatenzentren.de. ln 2005, too, the
research data centre continued with its devetopment of
innovative forms of data use [ike, for instance, the devel-
opment of technologies for an exclusively remote data
access and the production of integrated microdata fites.
With the successfuI evaluation ofthe research data cen-
tre activities in 2004, the first phase of promotion by the
Federal Ministry of Education and Research was complet-
ed and a second three-year promotion phase [aunched.

Developments, studies and projects

Federal Statisticat Office engaged in
developing and testing question naires

Have you ever participated in an opinion poll, for in-
stance, ofa market research institute? lfso, you have prob-

ably come across unclear terms or potentially mislea-
ding questions. However, readily comprehensible ques-

tionnaires are a condition for providing users with
high-quatity statisticaI information. For this reason, any
questionnaire prepared for an officiaI statisticaI survey is

systematically tested before being distributed. The Fed-

eral Statisticat Office is invotved in developing methods
for testing survey documents at the internationaI levet.
The Office is currently co-operating with six Nationat Statis-
tical lnstitutes and the Centre for Survey Research and
Methodotogy (ZUMA) in a project whose aim is the elabo-
ration of harmonised recommendations for questionnaire
development and testing at the European level.

One of the major results of the prof ect witt be the avaitabil-
ity of a detaited manuaI scheduled for publication in mid-

2006. lt witt definitety become an important.reference
book - not only for official statistics. The range of
methods applied particularly in the area of test proce-

dures has been considerabty extended in the past few
years. ln addition to rounds of discussions with experts
and interviewers, they today also encompass methods of
a cognitive psychological nature. Thus problems can be

realised at an early stage, measurement errors be mini-
mised and the response burden be reduced. The Federal

Statistical Office has planned to set up its own pretest
laboratory in 2006 where test persons wit[ be given ques-

tionnaires with the aim to find out whether improve-
ments wi[[ be required to parts of the phraseology or the
structure of the questionnaires.

Successful launch of the new
LIVING lN EUROPE survey

ln March 2005, officiatstatistics [aunched the new LIVING

lN EUROPA survey in Germany. This new type of statistics
catled EU-SILC (Statistics on lncome and Living Condi-
tions) is compited across the European Union and in Nor-
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way and lsland. The statisticaI survey has been designed
to study the tiving conditions in the EU area based on a

harmonised methodotogy. The main focus of the survey is
on harmonised income measurements across the Europe-
an Union. LIVING lN EUR0PE provides answers to the fot-
lowing questions:
r How is income distributed in Germany and, by compari-

son, in Europe in general?
r How are children under 12 years ofage looked after?
r What are the living conditions of households in Germa-

ny and in Europe in generat?

The data of the new survey are a fundamental basis for
both European and nationaI sociaI reporting. Among other
things, they are used in working out national programmes
of action to combat poverty and sociaI exctusion. The Ger-

man results of the survey are scheduled for a first publica-
tion in the second hatf of 2006.

The data of the LIVING lN EUROPE survey in Germany are
collected in a written format from about 14000 house-
holds every year. The response rate amounted to 50 % in
2005 which was quite a promising result of a household

survey conducted in writing on a votuntary basis. ln line
with the retevant European legal basis, the households to
participate in the survey have to be selected by random
sampling. German official statistics has used an innova-
tive instrument in this context, namely a permanent
sample of households ready to participate in data collec-
tion, which has been constructed since 2004. The perma-
nent sample only consists of househotds which partici-
pated in the microcensus survey and are interested in
continuing their co-operation with the bodies of official
statistics. They are asked to participate in votuntary
response surveys of officiat statistics at regutar intervats.

Revision of national accounts

The national accounts data of the Federal Statisticat Of-
fice reflect in a detailed and comprehensive manner eco-
nomic activity in Germany. They hence supply indispens-
abte information for economic analyses like data on
economic growth, employment, production, consumption
and capital formation. ln late April 2005, the FederalSta-
tistical Office published fundamentally revised nationaI
accounts results for the period 1991 lo 2004. The results
and methods used in nationaI accounting are revised at
regular intervals of five to ten years (before in 1999) with
the aim to enhance the quatity ofthe data pubtished and
to ensure their internationaI comparability. Revisions are

also used to introduce new concepts and to integrate
bases or methods of calculation which are either new or
have not been applied so far.

Examptes of new developments in national accounting
which were implemented by the 2005 revision are the
modified presentation of "rea[" resutts - i.e. data ad-

lusted for price changes - in the form ofchain indices, the
application of modern methods of price ad.iustment, and
the changed treatment of financial intermediation ser-
vices. And, as is done in the context ofany revision ofthat
kind, new basic data - among other things from services
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statistics - were included in the calculations. As a result
of the revision, price-adjusted economic growth was 0.2
percentage points higher on an annuaI average than
before. ln 2006, the FederaI Statistical Office witt publish
revised national accounts results for the former territory
of the Federal Republic of Germanyforthe period 7970to
1991. More detailed information on the large-scale nation-

al accounts revision is provided in a paper published in
"Wirtschaft und Statistik" (Economy and Statistics)
(5l2OO5) and in the national accounts section of the
FederaI Statistical Offi ce's website content.

Federal Statisticat Office catcutates a
harmonised index of consumer prices
at constant tax rates

The causes of increases in consumer prices are diverse.

lncreases may be due to inflationary processes, tax rises or

other administrative measures. Thus, for instance, repeat-

ed increases in the tobacco tax in the past few years have

had a clear influence on the harmonised index of consum-
er prices (HICP) computed by the Federal Statistical Office.
The index whose rate of change is often referred to as in

flation rate is based on the prices households pay when

buying something. The HICP hence takes into account the

excise duties imposed on goods and atso price reductions
granted, for instance, in end-of-season sates or for goods

on special offer.

For many purposes, however, it is usefut to exclude from

the consumer price index price changes which are the

resutt of government intervention since a modified index of
consumer prices can more clearly describe inftation in a

country's national economy. Upon request ofthe European

Central Bank, the Member States of the European Union

recentty agreed to calcutate an HICP at constant tax rates in

addition to the conventionaI harmonised consumer price

index. The index wil[ be computed without considering tax

changes of whatever kind. The Federal Statistical Office is

currentty devetoping the necessary methods and creating

the required technical and organisational preconditions.
The first publication of an HICP at constant tax rates for
Germany is scheduled for autumn 2006. The funding and

co-ordination of the project ties with Eurostat, the Statis-

tical Office of the European Communities, so that the new

index wi[[ be comparable across all EU Member States.

Results of a research project on
combined modes of freight transport

A major goal of traffic policy is to shift freight transport
from road to rail or water. ldeally, goods are onty coltect-

ed or distributed by road, while environmentally friendty
means of transport are used to cover the main transport
distances. What are the regional hubs and arteries in
combined transport? What types of transport could today
be shifted from road to alternative modes of transport?
Answers to these important questions are given by a

study on lntermodal transport chains which was carried

out by the FederaI Statistical Office. The results of the
study commissioned by the FederaI Ministry of Transport,

Buitding and Housing were pubtished in Aprit 2005. ln

the future, the Federal Statistical Office witt regutarty

retease data on combined transport which are required
by poticy, business and research communities. As the
relevant results were derived from existing transport
statistics, their compilation did not cause any response

burden. Some results of the study will be outlined in the
fotlowing:
I Hamburg, Bremen/Bremerhaven, Duisburg, Cologne

and Ludwigshafen/Mannheim were the malor traffic
districts in combined container transport in 2003. ln

this context, the main rail connection was between

Cologne and ltaly, white the main inland waterway con-

nected Duisburg and Rotterdam.
r lf all containers transported on German vehictes over a

distance of more than 300 kilometres were shifted to
rait, combined transport on raiI increased by about one

third (357o).
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FederaI Statisticat Office advan ces
its system of indicators of university
statistics

ln March 2000, the EU heads of state and government
agreed on the ambitious goal to make the EU the most
competitive and dynamic knowledge-driven economy by
2010. ln this context, institutions of education, in partic-
ular of higher education, play a central role. The latter are
faced with challenges such as internationalising research
and education and copingwith the increasing demand for
higher education and the stronger competition for best
students and highty qualified personnet. Against this
background, the system of indicators of university educa-
tion requires further development as it forms an essential
basis of educationaI planning and higher education poli-
cy. For this reason, the Higher Education Statistics Com-
mittee in 2005 agreed on far-reaching modifications of
and additions to the existing system of indictors by 2006.
Based on a detailed set of indicators, the Federal Statis-
ticat Office wil[ then provide information, among other
things, on participation in education, educational suc-
cess, educational assistance and staff at institutions of
higher education, the internationatisation of studies and
the mobitity of new entrants and students inside the
country, and on the financiaI situation of institutions of
higher education and the recruitment of third-party funds
for research purposes. The OECD regularly releases indi-
cators which describe both the German system of educa-
tion as a whole and its ranking in international compari-
son. From 2006, the FederaI Statistical Office witt
additionalty publish indicators of higher education in Ger-
many which wilt be compiled along the lines of the OECD

indicators and facititate internationaI comparisons at the
leveI of the German Länder, too. The first pubtication of
those indicators is scheduled for 2005. They witt, to the
extent possible, cover the years 7995 and 2000 to 2004.
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Staff and budget
of the Federal
Statisticat Office

62 Federal Statistica[ Office, AnnuaI Report 2005

re.

,

Ii



f)' ISTATIS
w i sse n. n utzen

Due to economy measures, the pubtic service across Ger-
many has to make do with a significantty reduced number
of staff. At the Federal Statistical Olfice, too, the number
of staff dropped by 206, or 6.8"/", from 2000 to 2005.
Over the same period, however, the number of higher ser-
vice employees increased by 83, which raised their share
in the totaI number of staff to 74.3o/o. This rise is mainly
due to the recruitment of new academic staff. lt also
strengthens the Office's capacity to successfulty accom-
ptish future tasks of a scientific nature. lt shoutd atso be
mentioned that the FederalStatistical Office is committed
to vocational education and training. ln October 2005,
156 young employees received training at the FederalSta-
tistical Office to become office communications speciat-
ists or information technology specialists (in the fietd of
application development).

ln October 2005, the FederaI Statistica[ Office had 2 810
employees, of whom 2 028 worked at the Office's head-
quarters in Wiesbaden and 765 at its Branch Office in
Bonn. A team of 17 employees worked at the Berlin lnfor-
mation Point of the Federal Statistical Office, which atso
comprises the European Data Service (EDS). Although at
present more than half of the Office's staff are women
(54.5"/"), they account for only a third (35.67.) of the
higher service emptoyees. For this reason, it is one of the
aims of the FederaI Statistical Office's human resources
poticy to increase the number of female executive
employees. This oblective was also incorporated in the
Gender Equatity Plan of the Federal Statistical Office,
which entered into force in January 2004.

Employees of the Federal Statistical Office by sex and service category (October 2005)

Higher service 405

Higher intermediate service 947

lntermediate service 7 279

Ordinary service* 89

Apprentices 756

*lncluding former manual workers

7000/o

100 %

100 o/o

100 o/o

70Oo/o

64.4"k

54.00k

3O.2Yo

7 7.9 o/o

49.40k

744

433

851

25

79

35.6 0/o

46.0o/"

69.8"/o

28.7o/o

50.6o/"

267

508

368

64

77

Service category Women

Total 2870 100% 1.278 45.5 "/" 7 5)2 54.57o

Total Men
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55.5e/o
28.)%

9.4%

I Higher service

I Higher intermediate service

I lntermediate service

Women

7.67o

Ordinary service

Apprentices

Employees of the Federal Statistical Office
by sex and service category

Men

5.O7o

The 2005 budget ofthe
Federal Statistical Office

ln 2005, the estimated budget (budget estimates) ofthe
Federalstatistical Office totatted EUR 147.6 mitlion. Upon

a potitically determined general cut in spending (nearty

EUR 10 mittion), the Federal Statistical Office had at its
disposal a total of about EUR 138 mitlion in 2005. ln that
year, the budget estimates dectined by EUR 1.5 mittion

compared to 2004 while, upon consideration of the 2004
general cut in spending, the budget avaitable was up EUR

8.3 mittion on 2004.

t235

05

Emptoyees of the Federal Statistical Office from 2000 to 2005, by service category
(as at January of the year concerned)

1 500

1 000

500

7 587

7 460
7384

7 299
1.267

2000 o2

XI Higherseryice I HigherintermediateseNice I lntermediateservice ::ordinaryseryice/Apprentices

0
o40301

28.ao/.

39.7"/"20.4o/"

64 Federal Statistical Office, AnnuaI Report 2005

860 841

393
319 339



Staff expenses traditiona[[y constitute the biggest item of
expenditure of the Federal Statistical Office because the
production, processing and dissemination of statistics
require a [arge number of staff despite the increasing use
of information technology. ln the 2005 budget, staff
expenses accounted for 77o/o of the estimated expendi-
ture, followed by non-personneI administrative expendi-
ture with a share of 1,7 o/o and by buitding and
procurement investments with a joint share of 72"/o.
Approxlmately EUR 13.6 mi[[ion of the 2005 estimated
budget total were allotted to the comptete restoration of
the Wiesbaden office building which had already started.
The overal[ cost of restoration whose completion is
scheduled forJuty 2010 witt amountto EUR 54.4 million.

Estimated budget of the Federal Statistical Office
(EUR in mitlions)

180

160

740

720

100

80

60

40

20

0

750.4 749.7 747.6

733.4
7)6.3

2000 01 02 03

Financial year

04 05

Estimated expenditure of the Federal
Statisticat Office in 2005 (EUR in millions)

4.0

I Staffexpenditure

I Non-personnel

adm in istrative expend iture

I euilding investments

I Procurement investments

24.8

73.6

705.2
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Current organisational structure ofthe Federal Statistical Office
April 2006

ffi
f T

President
lohann Hahlen

Vice-president
Walter Radermacher

Organisation, Quatity
Management,
Controlling

Budget, Cost and
Performance Accounts,
lnternaI Service

Human Resources,
Advanced Training

LegaI Questions

Questions of Principle,
National and lnternation-
aI Co-ordination

lnstitute for Research
and Development in
Federat Statistics

On lin e-services,
Publications,
Corporate Design

Press Service, Central
lnformation Services,
Library

Co-operation with other
Countries, Translation
Se rvice

Berlin lnformation Point/
European Data Service

Editorial Board of "Eco-
nomy and Statistics"

Math ematica [-Statistica I

Methods

lT lnfrastructure and
Processing

lT Apptication
Development

lT User Service,
Statistical and Geo-
lnformation Systems

Domestic Product,
Production and
Expenditure

National lncome,
GeneraI Government,
External Economic

lnput-Output Accounts,
NationaI Wealth
Accounts

Employment

Environ m entat- Econom-
ic Accounting

Business Register,

Co-ordination of
Business Statistics
Classifications

Economic Activity in the
lndustry, Production

Structure ofthe
lndustry Crafts, Energy,
Business Notifications

Domestic Trade,
Hotel and Restaurant
lndustry, Tourism
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Department Z

Administration

Dr. Werner Nowak

Department I

Questions of Principle
of Federal and lnterna-
tional Statistics, Disse-
mination of lnformation

Günter Kopsch

and Environ-

Strohm

ilt

Accounts,



Prices

Foreign Trade

Transport

Wages and Salaries,
Labour Costs

Elections Administration incl.
Advanced Training
lnformation Tech nology

Health

Poputation Census,
Population Develop-
ment

Social Statistics

Agriculture and Forestry,
Fisheries

Microsensus, Labour
Force Sampte Survey,
Households and
Families

Education, Research
and Development,
Culture, lustice

Environment

Public Budgets and
Enterprises

Services, Cost Structure,
lron and Steet, Report-
ing on Foreign Countries

Household Budget
Surveys and Time Use

Taxes
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lnformation and addresses

Statistisches Bundesamt
65180 Wiesbaden
Germany

Statistisches Bundesamt
Berlin lnformation Point
EDS European Data Service
otto-Braun-Stßße 7 0-7 2

(Entrance on Kart-Marx-Allee)
D-10178 Berlin
Phone +49 (0) 1888 I 644-9427 ot9428
Fax +49 (0) 18 88 / 6 44-9430
Mo -Th 8 am to 5 pm; Fr8 am to 3 pm

i-pun kt6»destatis.de
eds@destatis.de
www.eds-destatis.de

Statistisches Bundesamt
G ustav-Streseman n-Ring 1. 1

D-65189 Wiesbaden
Phone +49 (o) 677 I 7 51.

www.destatis.de

lnformation Services
Phone +49 (0) 611 I 752405
Fax +49 (0) 671 I 753330
Mo -Th B am to 5 pm; Fr8 am to 3 pm

www.destatis.de/ kontakt
Statistisches Bundesamt
Bonn Branch Office
Graurheindorfer Straße 1 98
D-53117 Bonn
Phone +49 (0) 1888 1644-l
Fax +49 (0) 7e88 I 6 44-89 90 or 89 91

Press Office and .lournalist I nformation Service
Phone +49 (0) 611 I 75 34 44
Fax +a9 (0) 611 I 75 39 76
Mo -Th 8 am to 5 pm; Fr8 am to 3 pm

presse@destatis.de
Release catendar ofthe Press Office:
www.destatis.de/presse/deutsch /cal.htm
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The FederalStatisticat Office at a glance

Our major tasl<s and services:
r Weproducestatisticsontheeconomy,societyandenvironmentinco-operationwiththel5statistical

offices ofthe Länder.
r We provide the media and the general public with statistical information through our active public and press relations.
r We offer information for everyone via our press and information services, on our website at www.destatis.de and

in various online databases.
r We advise and support businesses and citizens who are surveyed orwho provide information.
r We do research into methodology, provide potiticat advice and carry out data anatyses.
r Via our research data centre and the research data centres ofthe statistical offices ofthe Länder, the bodies ofofficial

statistics give empiricaI researchers in Germany access to anonymised microdata of officiat statistics.

About us:
r We have a staff of about 2 800 employees, more than hatf of whom (55'l") are women.
r We work more efficiently: although the workload has increased, the number of our staff has dropped by

almost 7 o/o since the year 2000.
r We are located in Wiesbaden (headquarters), Bonn (Branch Office) and Berlin (European Data Service and i-point).
r Target-oriented advanced training courses are part of our staff devetopment poticy.

The basic conditions of our work:
I ln 2005, about EUR 138 mitlion were allocated to us from the federal budget.
I We use state-of-the-art information technotogy and make an important contribution to the eGovernment project

ofthe Federation through our internet-based services and innovations: our new reporting procedure eStatistik.core,
which enables businesses to meet their obtigation to report by providing data online direct from their accounting
records, received severaI awards in 2005.

I We participate actively in the further development of the European StatisticaI System and in international
statistical co-operation.
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